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Minnesota Milestones, the state’s long range progress measures, focuses on the need to track
results and outcomes so government can be efficient and effective in spending taxpayer
dollars and meeting citizen needs. The concepts apply equally well to businesses and other
non-governmental activities.

An effective indicator tends to measure progress fundamental to the resilience and viability of
a company or community. It demonstrates links between the environmental, economic and
social elements of an issue; it does not measure only one side of this three-part equation. It is
based on reliable and timely information, is understandable and accepted by the people in the
community, and is long-term.

The Vision
OF THE MINNESOTA SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

The Minnesota Sustainable Development Initiative envisions a future where
businesses grow and prosper while respecting the natural and human
environments that support them. In this future:

We Minnesotans make commitments and choices to preserve the options
future generations will need to secure the quality of life we now enjoy. We
see sustainable development as a positive, fundamental change in the way
we define social progress, do business and protect the environment.

We view the health of our natural environment, the strength of our
community and our economic security as interdependent. We maintain our
quality of life through the sustainable use of energy and natural resources,
recognizing that population growth, resource consumption and lifestyle
choices determine the options we leave for future generations.

Our communities are places where all citizens enjoy rich opportunities in
education, employment, involvement in community and appreciation of the
environment.

Our economy is healthy, diversified, globally competitive and in harmony
with Minnesota’s ecosystems; it provides all citizens ample opportunity for a
fulfilling life.

Our natural environment is biologically and ecologically diverse and able
to provide the resource benefits, products and services needed for the
indefinite future.

We continually work to change our political and economic systems so
that they consistently reward economically efficient, socially beneficial and
environmentally sustainable behavior.

Redefining Progress: Working Toward a Sustainable Future, February 1994.

MAHTOMEDI LAUNCHES

CITY-WIDE EFFORT TO

ACHIEVE SUSTAINABILITY

In workshops organized

and planned by citizens,

Mahtomedi’s mayor,

other city representatives

and citizens have begun

a visioning process and

charted out steps to

ensure the city’s long-

term sustainability.

Next steps include

planning beyond

traditional city budget

cycles, integrating

school board and city

plans and hiring

professionals with

backgrounds in

sustainability principles

and practices.
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