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Solar array, Ohio



A standard practice



x25 years



Solar Site Vegetation & 

Performance 

• Performance profile for solar site vegetation:

• Resilient to droughts

• Resilient to intense downpours

• Insulation / reduce risk of frost heave

• Minimal maintenance

• Low-growing

• Full-sun & shade tolerant

• Beneficial to the pollinators needed for 

agriculture











State Senator Dan Sparks 

(DFL)
Chair, Agriculture Policy Committee

Member, Commerce & Consumer 

Protection Policy and Finance 

Committee

State Rep. Rod Hamilton (R) 
Chair, Agriculture Finance Committee

Member, Agriculture Policy Committee

Statute 216B.1642

Subd. 2. Recognition of beneficial habitat. An owner of a solar site implementing 

solar site management practices under this section may claim that the site provides 

benefits to gamebirds, songbirds, and pollinators only if the site adheres to 

guidance set forth by the pollinator plan…

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=216B.1642

Ag Leaders Established a Vegetation Standard 

for 

Pollinator-friendly Solar



Solar in Minnesota (Dec. 2017)

~5,000 acres solar

~6,600 acres of dry edible peas (2012)

~8,000,000 acres corn (2012)



>1,400,000
6’x12’ 

pollinator 

gardens  2,400 acres

equal to…

0.01 percent of farmland

Pollinator-Friendly Solar 

Seeded in 2016

+long-term vegetation management
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Sample Projects



Aurora Solar

100 MW distributed 

solar array 

16 sites

1,000 acres

Pollinator-friendly 

seed mix used on all 

sites



North Star Solar

100 MW solar array

1,000 acres

Largest single-site 

array in the Midwest

Pollinator-friendly 

seed mix from 

Minnesota Native 

Landscapes used 

throughout



Minnesota Power 

& Camp Ripley



Connexus Energy

Performance Characteristics:

1. Visual appeal

2. Maintenance free for existing grounds crew

3. No loss of solar performance

4. Ecological services highlighted in company marketing materials



Vegetation seeded and maintained by Prairie Restorations, Inc

Seeded in Oct. 2014. Pictured in July, 2016.
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Kearney Nebraska

Solar array seeded with >5 million 

native plants including:

• Purple Prairieclover

• Indian Blanket

• Four Point Evening Primrose

• Scarlet Globemallow

• Heath Aster

• Aromatic Aster

• Dwarf Goldenrod








