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Next Publication:  July 6, 2015 
Submittal Deadline:  June 29, 2015 

Submit to EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us 

CORRECTION: This bulletin includes a correction regarding the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, Trunk Highway 1/169 
Eagles Nest Lake Area Project Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) Need Decision. 

The EQB has transitioned to a new electronic notification system 
called GovDelivery. Add MNEQB@public.govdelivery.com to your 
address book or safe sender list. Manage your subscription. 

Check the EQB Calendar for Monitor deadlines and Board meetings. Meeting 
minutes, agendas and additional notices are also posted on the EQB website. 

 

• Environmental Assessment Worksheets 
• Environmental Assessment Worksheet Need Decision 
• Environmental Impact Statement Need Decision 
• Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
• Final Environmental Impact Statement 
• Environmental Assessment 
• Environmental Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
• Petition 
• Notices 

Environmental Assessment Worksheets 

Comment Deadline: July 22, 2015 

Project Title: Miller Creek Habitat Enhancement 
Project 
Project Description: The Miller Creek Habitat Enhancement Project will realign approximately 
300 feet of Miller Creek, a designated trout stream that is impaired for temperature, chloride 
and e. coli.  The proposed project will improve trout habitat, reduce shear stress on a 
potentially unstable bank, and create a more hydrologically stable channel with available 
floodplain.   

RGU:  South St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District 

Contact Person: Kate Kubiak, Conservation Specialist 

mailto:EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us
mailto:MNEQB@public.govdelivery.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTExLjQ0ODY5MzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMS40NDg2OTM3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI1MDE5JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWxpemFiZXRoLnRlZ2Rlc2NoQHN0YXRlLm1uLnVzJnVzZXJpZD1lbGl6YWJldGgudGVnZGVzY2hAc3RhdGUubW4udXMmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/calendar_EQB/2015-04
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTExLjQ0ODY5MzcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMS40NDg2OTM3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI1MDE5JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWxpemFiZXRoLnRlZ2Rlc2NoQHN0YXRlLm1uLnVzJnVzZXJpZD1lbGl6YWJldGgudGVnZGVzY2hAc3RhdGUubW4udXMmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/


                             South St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District 
                             215 N 1st Ave. E  Room 301 
                             Duluth, MN  55802 
                             218-723-4946 
                             Kate.Kubiak@southstlouisswcd.org 
                          

Project Title: Cormorant Township Gravel Mine S 
1/4 of NW 1/2, Section 29 
Project Description: The Becker County Zoning and Planning Department (County) 
announced the release of an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) for the proposed 
Cormorant Township Gravel Mine S½ of NW¼, Section 29 Project (“Project”).  The Project 
proposes the development of approximately 71 acres as an aggregate mining operation in the 
S½, NW¼, Section 29, T138N, R43W, Cormorant Township, Becker County.   

The public is encouraged to provide comments on the EAW, which may be obtained from the 
County website at www.co.becker.mn.us.   Release of the EAW formally begins a 30-day 
public review process; comments are due by July 22 at 4:30 p.m.  A decision about the need 
for a more detailed analysis of the potential impacts of the Project through the completion of an 
Environmental Impact Statement will be made by the County following the close of the public 
comment period. 

RGU: Becker County 

Contact Person: Eric Evenson-Marden, Zoning Supervisor 
                             915 Lake Ave 
                             Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 
                             218-846-7314 
                             Fax: 218-846-7266 

Project Title: Lock and Dam 1 Scour Repair 
Project Description: The Lock and Dam 1 Scour Repair project is located within immediately 
downstream of Lock and Dam within the Mississippi River, between the cities of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, MN.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposes to repair scouring immediately downstream of 
Lock and Dam 1 to ensure its structural integrity. The repair would involve placing 
approximately 14,000 cubic yards of rock below the water surface along the width of the dam 
and up to 150 feet downstream. An estimated three acres south of the dam would be impacted 
by the project. There would be two acres of rock fill and about one acre of temporary 
disturbance.  

The MDNR will accept written comments on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet during 
the public review and comment period, which concludes Wednesday, July 22, 2015, at 4:30 
p.m. 

Written comments should be submitted to Kate Frantz, EAW Project Manager, Environmental 
Policy and Review Unit, Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Department of Natural 
Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN, 55155-4025. Electronic or e-mail comments 
may be sent to Environmentalrev.dnr@state.mn.us with “Lock and Dam 1 Scour Repair” in the 
subject line. If submitting comments electronically, include name and mailing address. Written 
comments may also be sent by fax to (651) 296-1811.  

A copy of the EAW is available for public review at:  
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• DNR Library, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4025  
• DNR Central Region, 1200 Warner Road, St. Paul, MN55106  
• Minneapolis Central Library, Government Documents, 2nd Floor, 300 Nicollet Mall, 

Minneapolis, MN 55401-1992  

The EAW is also posted on the DNR’s website at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/index.html  

(Click on “Public Input”, then select “Lock and Dam 1 Scour Repair” from the scroll-down list 
under “Environmental Review”).  

Additional copies may be requested by calling (651) 259-5082. 

RGU: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Contact Person: Kate Frantz, Planning Director 
                             Environmental Review Unit 
                             500 Lafayette Rd, Box 25 
                             St. Paul, MN  55155 
                             651-259-5802 
                             Fax: 651-297-1500 
                             kate.frantz@state.mn.us 

Project Title: CSAH 16 Roadway Reconstruction 
Project Description: Scott County proposes to reconstruct 1.7 miles of County State Aid 
Highway (CSAH) 16, a two-lane rural roadway into a four-lane divided urban roadway with turn 
lanes, paved shoulders, and multi-use trails on the north and south sides of the roadway.  The 
horizontal alignment will be shifted to the south for a portion of the project to create a frontage 
road from the existing roadway and eliminate a number of direct accesses off of CSAH 16. The 
existing four-lane segment between CSAH 83 and Dean Lake Trail (approximately 0.25 miles) 
will also be rehabilitated as part of the project. The purpose of the project is to improve safety, 
mobility, and capacity on Scott CSAH 16 between CSAH 83 and CSAH 21 in the City of 
Shakopee, Minnesota. 

The comment period for this project will be June 22, 2015 through July 22, 2015. A copy of the 
EAW can be accessed from Scott County’s website at 
http://www.co.scott.mn.us/RoadsTransport/Roads/Design/Pages/cp1631.aspx. It will also be 
available in hard copy at the following locations: 

• Shakopee Public Library, 235 Lewis St S, Shakopee, MN 55379 
• Hennepin County Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401  

RGU: Scott County 

Contact Person: Andy Hingeveld, Senior Planner 
                             Scott County 
                             600 County Rail East 
                             Jordan, MN 55352 
                             952-496-8365 
                             ahingeveld@co.scott.mn.us 

Project Title: The Pullet Connection, Inc. 
Project Description: The Pullet Connection, Inc. (Proposer) proposes to build one 85’ x 475’ 
total confinement poultry building. The Proposer also plans to build one 80’ x 160’ manure 
storage building with a concrete floor between the proposed building and the existing poultry 
buildings (Project) located in Section 31 of Henryville Township, Renville County. The two new  
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buildings are referred to as the Project here. The Project will house 400,000 pullets and 
increase the total capacity of the feedlot operation by 1,200 animal units (AU); the total site 
capacity with the existing operation and the new Project will be 2,772 AU. 

A copy of the environmental assessment worksheet (EAW) will be posted on the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency website, at the following: 
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html. Written comments on the EAW should be 
submitted to Charles Peterson. A copy of the EAW may also be obtained by contacting Beth 
Tegdesch at 651-757-2100. 

In addition to the EAW, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s draft Feedlot Permit will also 
be available for public comment beginning June 08, 2015. The contact person for the Feedlot 
Permit is George Schwint at 320-894-5866.  

RGU: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Contact Person: Charles Peterson, Planner Principal 
                             Env. Review Unit 
                             Resource Management and Assistance Division 
                             MPCA 
                             520 Lafayette Rd N 
                             St. Paul, MN  55155-4194 
                             651-757-2856 
                             charles.peterson@state.mn.us 

Project Title: Rice Creek Meander Project at 
County Road H 
Project Description: Ramsey County proposes to relocate and reintroduce meanders within a 
portion of Rice Creek, affecting approximately 925 feet of existing channel. The primary 
purpose of the project is to facilitate the reconstruction of the intersection at County Road (CR) 
H, I-35W northbound (NB) on-ramp, proposed I-35W NB exit ramp, and the proposed Rice 
Creek Commons (former TCAAP site) access roads, into a five-legged double-lane 
roundabout. The realignment of the creek will minimize the length of channel that would be in 
culverts and provide opportunity for creek enhancements. 

The comment period for this project will be June 22, 2015 through July 22, 2015. A copy of the 
EAW can be accessed from Ramsey County’s website at http://ricecreekcommons.com/the-
vision/rice-creek-meander-project\. It will also be available in hard copy at the following 
locations: 

• Ramsey County Library in Mounds View, 2576 County Hwy 10, Mounds View, MN 
55112 

• Hennepin County Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401  

RGU: Ramsey County 

Contact Person: Beth Engum, Project Manager 
                             Ramsey County 
                             1425 Kirkwood Drive 
                             Arden Hills, MN 55112 
                             651-266-7115 
                             beth.engum@co.ramsey.mn.us 
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Environmental Assessment Worksheet Need Decision 

The noted responsible governmental unit has made a decision regarding the need for an 
environmental assessment worksheet (EAW) in response to a citizen's petition.  

• Morrison County, Fish Trap Lake Campround and RV Resort Petition (denied) 
 

Environmental Impact Statement Need Decision 

The noted responsible governmental unit has determined the following project does not require 
preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS). The dates given are, respectively, the 
date of the determination and the date the environmental assessment worksheet (EAW) notice 
was published in the EQB Monitor.  

• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Canisteo Mine Pit Temporary 
Dewatering Project, 6-1-15 (3-16-15) 

• Rochester Township, Lilly Estates Suburban Subdivision, 5-14-15 (3-2-15) 
• Otter Tail County, Little McDonald Lake-Proposed Outlet Discharge into Otter Tail 

River,  
5-26-15 (3-16-15) 

• CORRECTION:  Minnesota Department of Transportation, Trunk Highway 1/169 
Eagles Nest Lake Area Project (S.P. 6904-46), 6-5-15 (12-22-14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Comment Deadline: August 10, 2015 







 
 

Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Comment Deadline: July 6, 2015 

Project Title: US Highway 53 Virginia to Eveleth 
Project Description: MnDOT has prepared a Final EIS in accordance with state requirements 
for the US Highway 53 Virginia to Eveleth project. The Final EIS evaluates the preferred  



alternative (Alternative E-2 with the Interchange Option and Straight Option), describing the 
transportation and environmental impacts associated with the pending termination of easement 
rights for a one and a half mile segment of the US 53 corridor where it crosses the United 
Taconite open-pit mine between Virginia and Eveleth, Minnesota. 

After the comment period on the state Final EIS, MnDOT will consider any comments received 
and make an Adequacy Determination.  

For the federal environmental process, after the state Adequacy Determination and in 
accordance with the provisions of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP-21), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and MnDOT will be issuing a single 
document that combines the Final EIS and the Record of Decision (ROD). This publication 
under federal rules is anticipated to occur in the fall of 2015. The intent to combine these 
documents was described on the signature page of the Draft EIS. After reviewing the 
comments received on the Draft EIS, FHWA and MnDOT jointly affirmed the decision to 
prepare a combined Final EIS/ROD.  

Documentation regarding Section 4(f) recreational resource impacts is also included in the 
Final EIS. FHWA’s final de minimis determination for the Iron Range Off-Highway Vehicle 
Recreation Area will be included in the ROD. 

The Final EIS may be accessed electronically on the project website 
(www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy53relocation), and paper copies will be available for 
review at the following locations:  

• Eveleth Public Library, 614 Pierce Street, Eveleth, MN 
• Gilbert Public Library, 17 N. Broadway, Gilbert, MN 
• Mountain Iron Public Library, 5742 Mountain Avenue, Mt. Iron, MN 
• Virginia Public Library, 215 5th Avenue S, Virginia, MN 
• Duluth Public Library, 520 West Superior Street, Duluth, MN 
•  MnDOT – District 1 Duluth Office, 1123 Mesaba Avenue, Duluth, MN 
• Hennepin County Library – Minneapolis Central, 300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 

RGU: Minnesota Department of Transportation  

Contact Person: Pat Huston, Project Manager 
                             MnDOT District 1 
                             1123 Mesaba Avenue 
                             Duluth, MN 55811 
                             Patrick.Huston@state.mn.us 

 

Environmental Assessment 

Comment Deadline: July 3, 2015 

Project Title: Long Lake to Mantrap 115 kV 
Transmission Upgrade Project 
Project Description: Itasca-Mantrap Co-op Electrical Association (I-M) is proposing to convert 
the existing 34.5 kilovolt (kV) Mantrap Substation to operate at 115 kV and Great River Energy 
is proposing to rebuild an existing 34.5 kV transmission line (approximately 6.5 miles) to 115 
kV near the City of Park Rapids in Hubbard County, Minnesota.   

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy53relocation
mailto:Patrick.Huston@state.mn.us


This project will include: 

• Conductoring 0.50 miles of Great River Energy’s existing “IM-BL” 34.5 kV line, already 
built to double-circuit standard, with a new 115 kV circuit;  

• Overtaking 1.25 miles of Minnesota Power’s existing 34.5/19.9 kV line and rebuilding it 
to 115 kV (with 34.5 kV underbuild) and placing the 19.9 kV circuit underground; 

• Replacing Great River Energy’s existing 4.75 mile 34.5 kV “PM” line with the new 115 
kV line; and  

• Replacing the existing 34.5 kV equipment at the Mantrap Substation with new 115 kV 
equipment (I-M).  

A copy of the Environmental Assessment for the project is available at the: 

• Hubbard County Library  
210 W. First Street 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

RGU: Henrietta Township 

Contact Person: Deb Anderson, Township Clerk  
                             Henrietta Township 
                             P.O. Box 81 
                             Park Rapids, MN 56470 
                             218- 732-4395 
                             fax:  218-732-0321 
                             henriettatown@unitelc.com 
                             http://www.henriettatownship.govoffice2.com/                            

 

Environmental Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheet 

Comment Deadline: July 22, 2015 

Project Title: US 63 River Bridge and Approach 
Roadways Project 
Project Description: The US 63 River Bridge and Approach Roadways Project include the 
Mississippi River bridge and the bridge approaches in Red Wing, Minnesota and Hager City, 
Wisconsin. The project will replace the existing Eisenhower Bridge river bridge with a new 
bridge structure. The Wisconsin approach includes a jughandle intersection at 825th Street 
and the Minnesota approach includes reconfiguration of the connection to US 61 as a 
buttonhook intersection. 

A combined Federal Environmental Assessment and Minnesota Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet (EA/EAW) identifies the potential social, economic, and environmental impacts 
from the proposed project. The EA/EAW includes documentation on the Section 106 findings 
regarding historic properties, as well as a Draft Programmatic Agreement which outlines 
measures to minimize effects to Historic Properties. The EA/EAW document also includes A 
Draft Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation for use of Bridge 9103 (US 63 bridge over US 61) 
which is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

The EA/EAW, is available on the project website at 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d6/projects/redwing-  bridge/. Copies of the EA/EAW will also be 
available for review during the open house and public hearing and are also available for public 
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viewing during business hours at the following locations: 

• Rochester Public Library, 101 Second Street SE, Rochester, MN 55904; 
• Red Wing Public Library, 225 East Avenue, Red Wing, MN 55066; 
• Ellsworth Public Library, 312 Main Street, Ellsworth, WI 54011; 
• MnDOT District 6 – Rochester Office Building Lobby, 2900 48th Street NW, Rochester, 

MN 55901; 
• Minneapolis Public Library, Technical & Science Division, Government Docs.,2nd 

Floor, 300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55401-1992; and 
• MnDOT Library, 395 John Ireland Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55155 

To afford an opportunity for all interested persons, agencies and groups to comment on the 
EA/EAW, a public hearing/open house meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, July 8, 
2015 at the Red Wing Public Library, 225 East Avenue, Red Wing, MN 55066. The open 
house/public hearing will be held from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., with a presentation at 5:00 p.m. 

To request this document in an alternative format, please contact the Affirmative Action Office 
at 651-366-4718 or call 1-800-657-3774 (Greater Minnesota). For Minnesota Relay, call 711 or 
1-800-627- 3529. You may also send an e-mail to ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us. 

RGU: Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Contact Person: Chad Hanson, P.E. 
                             Minnesota Department of Transportation,  
                             District 6  
                             2900 48th Street NW 
                             Rochester, MN 55901 
                             Phone (507) 286-7637                     
                             chad.hanson@state.mn.us 

 

Petition 

The following petition has been filed with the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) requesting 
preparation of an environmental assessment worksheet (EAW). The EQB has assigned the 
indicated unit of government to review the petition and decide on the need for an EAW.  

• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Hawkins Inc. 
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Notices 

Department of Natural Resources' Notice of 
Intent to Hold State Metallic Minerals Lease Sale 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Comment Deadline: September 18, 2015 

Correction: The Docket Number was changed  
Notice of Public Hearing and Comment Period: Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission Investigation into Environmental and 
Socioeconomic Costs Under Minn. Stat. § 216B.2422, Subd. 3 
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) Docket Number: 80-2500-31888 and Minnesota 
Public Utilities (MPUC) Docket Number E-999/CI-14-643 

Project Description: The MPUC is providing notice of a public hearing and comment period 
regarding its reopened investigation into the environmental costs of four specific pollutants: 
carbon dioxide (CO2), particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5), sulfur 
dioxide (SO2), and nitrogen oxides (NOX).  In 1997, as required under Minnesota Statute § 
216B.2422, Subdivision 3, the MPUC established environmental costs of different methods of 
generating electricity.  Starting in 2001, the values were increased each year to account for 
inflation.   

The Commission has reopened this investigation which is focused on three technical 
questions. 

1. Is the Federal Social Cost of Carbon reasonable and is it the best measure to 
determine the environmental cost of carbon dioxide (CO2)? 

2. If not, what measure is better and why? 
3. What are the appropriate environmental cost values for particulate matter less than 2.5 

microns in diameter (PM2.5), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and nitrogen oxides (NOX) and 
why? 

A public hearing will be held at the MPUC’s Large Hearing Room – 3rd Floor, 121 7th Place 
East, Suite 350, St. Paul, MN 55101 on August 26, 2015 at 2p.m.   

Comments will be received until September 18, 2015 at 4:30 p.m. Further information 
regarding how to provide comment and the public hearing is available at http://mn.gov/puc/ , 
select SpeakUp!.   All documents filed in this docket are available via the Commission’s 
website at http://mn.gov/puc/, select Search eDockets, enter the year (14) and the docket 
number (643), select Search. 
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