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Announcements 
Environmental Quality Board meeting 
Wednesday, February 21, 1 – 4:15 p.m.  
Join us virtually for the February 2024 Environmental Quality Board meeting. At this 
meeting, the Board will elect a Vice Chair, vote on an updated Environmental Review 
Implementation Subcommittee (ERIS) resolution, vote to approve the revised 
Environment & Energy Report Card, and engage in a facilitated strategic plan session. 
More information about the meeting, including the meeting packet and virtual meeting 
information, can be found on the board meeting webpage. 
 

Environmental review survey launches - provide your feedback on 
mandatory categories  
The Environmental Quality Board (EQB) publishes a Mandatory Category Report every 
three years. Mandatory categories specify when projects go through environmental 
review. This report will summarize the categories and share recommendations for 
whether any categories should be added, deleted, or changed. Here are two ways you 
can share your ideas: 1) Join the conversation on our online engagement platform; 2) 
Give more specific feedback, by taking this survey regarding both the mandatory 
categories and the decision criteria. Feedback will be anonymously compiled and used to 
help EQB shape our recommendations in the draft report.  The deadline for input is 
February 28. 

   

 

https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/meetings/board-meetings
https://engage.eqb.state.mn.us/environmental-review-mandatory-categories
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/2024-mandatory-category-report


    

Environmental review project notices 
EQB publishes environmental review notices provided by responsible governmental 
units. For more information on a project undergoing environmental review, click on the 
individual project links below. You can also find information about active projects in your 
community on the Environmental Review Projects Interactive Map. 

  

TH 10 Improvement Project 
Location (city/township; county): Wadena; Otter Tail, Wadena 
Process: EAW 
Step: EAW available 
Joint federal and state review: Yes 
End of comment period: March 14, 2024 

Project description: Improvements to TH 10 in Wadena and Otter Tail Counties from 1.3 
miles west of CSAH 75 to 0.4 miles east of Oink Joint Road. Reconstruction of TH 10 to a 
four-lane highway east and west of Wadena to address existing deficiencies and 
accommodate future development and redevelopment. Reconfiguration to four lanes 
within existing urban section and extension of urban section. Traffic control 
modifications, including construction of a reduced conflict intersection (RCI) at the  

https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/environmental-review-projects-interactive-map
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/258280?siId=258280-PROJ0000000001


intersection of Highway 10 & CSAH 75, a roundabout at the intersection of Highway 10 & 
CSAH 92/11th Street NW, and a roundabout at the intersection of Highway 10 & CSAH 
54/Harry Rich Dr. 

Link to public documents: TH 10 Improvement Project EAW 
Location of public documents: Wadena City Hall, 222 2nd Street SE, Wadena, MN 56482 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
Ben Meister, 218-828-5798 

  

Valley Aggregates Sand and Gravel Mine 
Location (city/township; county): Monticello; Wright 
Process: EAW 
Step: EAW available 
End of comment period: March 14, 2024 

Project description: Valley Paving, Inc. (VPI) operates an existing sand and gravel mine 
located in Monticello Township, Wright County, MN. VPI is proposing to expand the 
existing mine by an additional 77 acres. The expansion is a result of a depletion of usable 
aggregate at the existing mining site. The mining operation(s) would move to the new 
expansion area and VPI would start reclamation of the existing Site. Operation would 
primarily include excavation of native sand and gravel resources, and processing of the 
materials to produce aggregate products for use in area construction projects. 

Location of public documents: Wright County Planning & Zoning, 3650 Braddock Ave NE, 
Buffalo, MN 55313 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: Wright County Planning & Zoning, 
Jacob Wagaman, 763-682-7338 

  

Walden at Hastings 
Location (city/township; county): Hastings; Dakota 
Process: EAW 
Step: EIS need decision 

Responsible governmental unit decision: Negative (EIS not ordered) 
Responsible governmental unit record of decision date: February 6, 2024 

Project description: Land Equity Development proposes Walden at Hastings containing 
511 residential housing units generally located east of TH 316 and Michael Avenue. The 
71.1-acre housing project features a phased development plan including single family, 
twin home, townhome, apartment and senior housing. The five year project is 

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/d3/projects/wadena/h10/
mailto:benjamin.meister@state.mn.us
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/258250?siId=258250-PROJ0000000001
mailto:scott.deckert@co.wright.mn.us
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/257872?siId=257872-PROJ0000000001


anticipated to commence in 2024. Development will primarily occur in areas currently 
under cultivation. 17.5 acres of natural areas will be reserved. 

Location of public documents: City of Hastings, 101 East 4th St, Hastings, Minnesota,  
MN 55033 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: City of Hastings, John Hinzman,  
651-480-2378 

  

Mayo Clinic. Bold. Forward. Unbound. Rochester AUAR 
Location (city/township; county): Rochester; Olmsted 
Process: Large AUAR 
Step: Draft order for review 
End of comment period: March 14, 2024 

Project description: Mayo Clinic is proposing to redevelop approximately 20 acres 
located in downtown Rochester. The project is located in all or portions of 14 parcels, 
located in an area generally bounded by 2nd Street SW on the south, Civic Center Drive 
on the north, 7th Avenue on the west, and 1st Avenue on the east in Rochester, Olmsted 
County, Minnesota. The AUAR will evaluate 1 development scenario that involves 
multiple buildings totaling approximately 1,970,000 square feet of medical institutional 
and 90,000 sf of electric generating land uses. 

Link to public documents: Mayo Clinic. Bold. Forward. Unbound. Rochester AUAR draft 
order for review 
Location of public documents: City of Rochester, 4001 West River Parkway NW, 
Rochester, MN 55901 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: City of Rochester, Elliot Mohler,  
507-328-2941 

  

Rich Valley East Industrial Development 
Location (city/township; county): Rosemount; Dakota 
Process: Large AUAR 
Step: Draft AUAR 
End of comment period: March 14, 2024 

Project description: The AUAR study area encompasses an area totaling approximately 
333 acres on 6 parcels located at County Road 42 and Emery Avenue E in the City of 
Rosemount, Dakota County, Minnesota. Project Mercury, LLC is proposing to develop the 
study area from existing farmland to data center or industrial, business park, and 
commercial uses. Two scenarios are proposed for evaluation in the AUAR. Scenario 1 
includes multiple buildings for a total of 2.3 million square feet of proposed data center 

mailto:jhinzman@hastingsmn.gov
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/258268?siId=258268-PROJ0000000001
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rochestermn.gov%2Fgovernment%2Fdepartments%2Fcommunity-development%2Fproposed-developments&data=05%7C02%7CHazel.Houle%40state.mn.us%7Cf77a99299206421821fd08dc2bfe94ec%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638433620851158849%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cWbfpKSXFYoQcigX5XDoPl8%2BaBbma9JvXv86UX%2FAOd8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rochestermn.gov%2Fgovernment%2Fdepartments%2Fcommunity-development%2Fproposed-developments&data=05%7C02%7CHazel.Houle%40state.mn.us%7Cf77a99299206421821fd08dc2bfe94ec%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638433620851158849%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cWbfpKSXFYoQcigX5XDoPl8%2BaBbma9JvXv86UX%2FAOd8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:communitydevelopment@rochestermn.gov
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/257490?siId=257490-PROJ0000000001


development. Scenario 2 includes multiple buildings for a total of 1,293,333 square feet 
of proposed light industrial, 646,667 square feet of business park, and 560,000 square 
feet of community commercial development. The proposed development within the 
AUAR study area is anticipated to begin in August 2024. 

Link to public documents: Rich Valley East Industrial Development draft AUAR 
Location of public documents: Rosemount City Hall, 2875 145th Street West, 
Rosemount, MN 55068 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: City of Rosemount, Anthony Nemcek,  
651-322-2090 

  

NorthPark Business Center AUAR Update 
Location (city/township; county): Brooklyn Park; Hennepin 
Process: AUAR update 
Step: Revised AUAR 
End of comment period: February 28, 2024 

Project description: The NorthPark Business Center Alternative Urban Areawide Review 
(AUAR) study area is approximately 227 acres in Brooklyn Park, MN located south of 
109th Avenue N, between US 169 and Winnetka Avenue. The City of Brooklyn Park 
adopted the NorthPark Business Center Final AUAR on May 6, 2013. Since that time, 
development within the study area has occurred. Pursuant to Minnesota Rules 
4410.3610 Subp. 7, an AUAR and plan for mitigation must be revised every five years 
until all development in the study area has received final approval. Since the study area 
is not yet fully developed, the purpose of this document is to provide an update to the 
NorthPark Business Center AUAR pursuant to Minnesota Rules. 

Link to public documents: NorthPark Business Center AUAR Update AUAR update 
Location of public documents: Brooklyn Park City Hall, 5200 85th Ave N, Brooklyn Park, 
MN 55443 

Responsible governmental unit and contact: City of Brooklyn Park, Amber Turnquest, 
763-493-8310 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rosemountmn.gov%2F689%2FEnvironmental-Review&data=05%7C02%7CHazel.Houle%40state.mn.us%7Cf77a99299206421821fd08dc2bfe94ec%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638433620851169003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=snzVZyAmG12%2FGclSAtrEIWSewRikjhN%2FWPn62TjfqnA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Anthony.Nemcek@rosemountmn.gov
https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/eqb-search/project-detail/156614?siId=156614-PROJ0000000001
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brooklynpark.org%2F2024-northpark-business-center-alternative-urban-areawide-review-auar-update%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHazel.Houle%40state.mn.us%7Cf77a99299206421821fd08dc2bfe94ec%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638433620851176410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J8O%2BhAJFieG3eTtD8vFVdmw%2FUgOq2lvqL%2FRph9R7UEY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Amber.Turnquest@brooklynpark.org


Fish kill reports 
Minnesota Duty Officer reports pertaining to fish kills are summarized in the following 
table, in accordance with 103G.216, REPORTING FISH KILLS IN PUBLIC WATERS, Subd. 2 
Reporting Requirement. These reports were received via the Minnesota Duty Officer 
prior to the submission deadline for this edition of the EQB Monitor. They represent the 
raw data/information provided by callers. For more information regarding fish kills in 
Minnesota see the Department of Natural Resources. Call the Minnesota Duty Officer at 
651-649-5451 or 800-422-0798 to report fish kills. 

Date Location County Waterbody Species Count 

2/3/2024 Mississippi 
River 

Wabasha 
County Wabasha Gizzard Shad 1000+ 

  

Submit a notice to the EQB Monitor  
The EQB Monitor is a weekly publication announcing environmental review documents, 
public comment periods and other actions of the Environmental Quality Board. The EQB 
Monitor is published every Tuesday at noon. Submissions to the EQB Monitor are due by 
4:00 p.m. on the Tuesday one week prior to the intended publication date. Please see 
the EQB Monitor schedule for more details. 

  

To submit a notice for publication: 

Access the EQB monitor submission service 
  

Questions? Contact EQB by phone at 651-757-2873 or email us at 
EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us.  

For more information on environmental review, please visit the EQB website or contact 
us at env.review@state.mn.us. 

    
    
    

 

 

Environmental Quality Board | eqb.state.mn.us  

Email: Env.review@state.mn.us | Phone: 651-757-2873 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fisheries/fishkills.html
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/eqb-monitor
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/sites/eqb/files/2024%20EQB%20Monitor%20Publication%20Calendar.pdf
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/eqb-monitor
mailto:EQB.Monitor@state.mn.us
mailto:env.review@state.mn.us
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
mailto:Env.review@state.mn.us
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