
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 

MPCA Room Board Room, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul 
 
 

EQB Members Present:  Brian Napstad, Julie Goehring, John Saxhaug, Kristin Duncanson, 
Erik Tomlinson, Bill Grant (for Mike Rothman), John Linc Stine, Aggie Leitheiser (for Ed 
Ehlinger), Paul Moe (for Mark Phillips), Tom Landwehr, Spencer Cronk, Tom Sorel 
EQB Members Absent:  Dave Frederickson, Mark Phillips, Mike Rothman 

Staff Present:  Kathleen Winters (AG), Bob Patton and Jeff Smyser (EQB), Mary Osborn 
(MPCA for EQB) 

Vice Chair Napstad called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

I. Adoption of Consent Agenda and Minutes 
A motion to add a public comment item after the Chair’s report to accommodate requests 
for three persons to testify, and to accept the consent agenda and April 18, 2012, meeting 
minutes was made, seconded, and carried unanimously. 

II. Introductions 
Members of the EQB introduced themselves. 

III. Chair’s Report 
Vice Chair Napstad provided guidelines for the public comment testimony. 

IV. Public Comment 
Kristen Eide-Tollefson – Florence Township, Bill Neuman – St. Croix Scenic Coalition, 
St. Croix Scenic Byway, and Sigurd Anderson – Frac Sand Mining Study Group 
(FSMSG), expressed concern for the potential for serious and permanent damage to the 
environment that may be caused by large scale mining and processing of silica sand (frac 
sand mining) in central and southeastern Minnesota. FSMSG, in cooperation with other 
like-minded groups, intends to petition the EQB for a generic environmental impact 
statement (or Cumulative Impacts Study) to study and prepare comprehensive regulation 
for silica sand mining in Minnesota. 

V. Executive Director’s Report 
Bob Patton introduced new EQB staff members Kate Frantz (Ms. Frantz was not 
present), and Jeff Smyser. 

VI. Executive Order 11-32 Project Updates 
Updates on project work plans were presented to the EQB by Ellen Anderson, Randall 
Doneen, Bill Grant, and Bob Patton. 

Bill Grant presented to the Board a mock-up of the report card showing preliminary 
metrics.  Board questions and discussion included whether the metrics should measure 
progress toward goals or standards (as suggested by “report card”), or instead whether 
they should be objective indicators, leaving conclusions to the viewer.   There was also 
discussion whether forecasted trends should be shown and whether the metrics, or at least 
some of them, should reflect regional differences.  Regional differences in the metrics 
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may be an important feature for discussion at statewide listening sessions in November 
and December. 

Ellen Anderson presented current plans for the listening sessions in November and 
December and the proposed culminating event at the State Capitol or alternative venue in 
February.  Board questions and discussion included plans for using voting technologies to 
capture public input, and problems of logistics and public perception surrounding use of 
the Capitol for the culminating event. 

Randall Doneen and Bob Patton gave brief updates on the environmental review and 
governance and coordination projects respectively. 

VII. Designation of a Different Responsible Governmental Unit for Preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet for a Proposed Recreational Development in 
Shoreland (Living Word Bible Camp) 
Bob Patton made the EQB staff presentation, recommending that the EQB table the 
matter until such time that the Court of Appeals has made a decision regarding the appeal 
of the district court decision in Living Word Bible Camp vs. County of Itasca.  

Cally Kjellberg, representing Itasca County, stated that because of District Court Judge 
Maturi’s order, the County and the proposer (Living Word Bible Camp) were in 
agreement that the RGU should be reassigned, and that the County had no preference as 
to which agency should be designated: the MPCA or the DNR.   

Craig Howse, representing Living Word Bible Camp, had a letter distributed to Board 
members and argued against the EQB tabling the matter, stating that the LWBC would be 
prejudiced by the delay, that the appellants to the Court of Appeals should have posted a 
bond, and that Minn. Rules part 4410.0500, subp. 5, provides that the RGU should be the 
agency with the greatest responsibility for supervising or approving the project as a 
whole.  He also argued that the alleged bias of the County erases any expertise it might 
have. 

Jim Peters, representing Deer Lake property owners, argued in favor of tabling that 
matter, in that the Court of Appeals could rule contrary to action by the EQB.  He also 
argued that the rule contemplates a governmental unit with greatest expertise, which, if 
not the County, was the DNR.  He also stated a bond was not required to be posted. 

After discussion, Ms. Duncanson moved, and Commissioner Stine seconded that the 
matter be tabled until final resolution of the matter before the Court of Appeals.  The 
motion was approved.  Mr. Saxhaug noted that he abstained from the vote. 

VIII. Designation of a Different Responsible Governmental Unit, from St. Louis County 
to Department of Natural Resources, for Preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment Worksheet for Stream Mitigation Proposed by Northshore Mining 
Company 
Bob Patton made the EQB staff presentation that DNR appears to have greater expertise 
to analyze environmental effects of the project, and agreed to accept the RGU 
designation, and staff recommended that the DNR be designated RGU. 
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Commissioner Landwehr moved the sample resolution, Mr. Tomlinson seconded, and the 
resolution was adopted unanimously. 

RESOLUTION OF THE  
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 

 
Designation of Different Responsible Governmental Unit, from St. Louis County to 
Department of Natural Resources, for Preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet for Stream Mitigation Proposed by Northshore Mining Company 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board approves and 
adopts the Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Order designating the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources as the responsible governmental unit (RGU) for the 
environmental review of the stream mitigation project proposed by Northshore Mining 
Company in St. Louis County, Minnesota; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David J. Frederickson, Chair of the Board, is 
authorized to sign the adopted Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Order. 
 

IX. Minnesota River Basin Integrated Watershed Study 
Craig Evans, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – St. Paul District, presented on the study 
and current activities, noting that a conference call of state agency representatives to the 
Interagency Study Team had come to agreement on selection of subwatersheds in which 
detailed modeling would be conducted.  Chair Frederickson is authorized by the 
agreement between the State and the Corps to sign off on the subwatershed selection. 

X. Adjourn  
The meeting was adjourned by Vice Chair Napstad at 4:10 p.m. 
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