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2020 State Water Plan

September 9, 2020

Erik Cedarleaf Dahl, Planning Director EQB

Suzanne Rhees, Special Projects Coordinator, BWSR

Claudia Hochstein, Rule Coordinator, MPCA
www.eqb.state.mn.us

Today’s Discussion & Decision

I. Timeline

II. Water Plan updates 

III. Resolution to Approve Water Plan 

and send to Legislature

www.eqb.state.mn.us

MPCA
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Timeline

• Scope approval: June 2019 and September 2019 presentations to Board

• Stakeholder engagement: June 2019 – March 2020

• Review of Water Plan Goals: Board presentation June 17, 2020

• Review of Goals, Strategies, Actions: Board presentation August 12, 2020

• Approval of Water plan: Board presentation: September 9, 2020

• Legislative Deadline: September 15, 2020

www.eqb.state.mn.us 3

Engagement and Outreach

• 2020 State Water Plan staff spent several 
months conducting interviews and surveys:

o Small “focus groups” with over 250 people 
spanning across 44 public and private 
organizations

o A public survey, hosted on our website, received 
over 100 responses

o A practitioner survey, 253 responses, distributed 
at the focus groups and at conferences

www.eqb.state.mn.us
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Feedback/Changes

• Bold strategies and actions

• Align with other state plans

• Governance and Strategy Tables 

• Tribal Nations – goals and strategies

• Municipal bond markets

• Equity and mental health

9/8/2020 www.eqb.state.mn.us 5

Plan Overview

• Goal 1: Ensure drinking water is safe and sufficient (page 24)

• Goal 2: Manage landscapes to protect and improve water quality (page 29) 

• Goal 3: Manage built environment and infrastructure for greater resiliency (page 36)

• Goal 4: Manage landscapes to hold water and reduce runoff (page 46)

• Goal 5: Promote resiliency in quality of life (page 59)
6
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Board Action

• Approval of Resolution in the Board Packet (page 10)

• Adopting the Document:

• “2020 State Water Plan: Water and Climate”
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Thank you

Erik Dahl 

Erik.dahl@state.mn.us

651-757-2364
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EQB Update: 2020 Pollinator Report & Civic Engagement Framework

September 9, 2020

Photo by Meghan Manhatton Photo by Brett WhaleyPhoto by NREL

Discussion Questions
• The purpose of the Pollinator Report is to inform about progress toward 

statewide pollinator protection goals. Do the draft materials you heard 
presented today align with that purpose?

• Do you have suggestions for priority strategies or approaches that should 
be included in the civic engagement framework, beyond what we 
presented today?

• What would you like the IPPT to keep in mind as they work to finalizing the 
report and the civic engagement framework?
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Background

Interagency Pollinator Protection Team

Administration Agriculture

BWSR Corrections

Education Health

Natural Resources MPCA

Minnesota Zoo Transportation
Photo by Meghan Manhatton

“Restoring Healthy Pollinator Populations”Executive Order 19-28

Background

2019 Pollinator Report introduced:

• Scorecards to assess progress toward goals
• Recommendations for action

2020 Pollinator Report:

• Updated scorecards
• Identify challenges
• Recommendations for action

Executive Order 19-28 Annual Report
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Report Structure

Goal Key Output

Habitat More flowers

Pesticides More IPM

Engagement
More community 
commitments

Outcome: 
Healthy, Diverse Pollinators

Each section will contain:

• Scorecard
• Progress
• Challenges
• Recommendations

Timeline

• Callout boxes
• Pictures
• Graphics

Sep 9
EQB feedback and 
public comment.

Nov 18
EQB consideration 

for approval.
Public comment.

Dec 1
2020 Pollinator 
Annual Report 

deadline

Outcome: Healthy, Diverse Pollinators

Progress

Challenges

Recommendations

• More information being generated
• Imperiled pollinator: Dakota Skipper

• The information gap is still large
• Limited resources
• Imperiled pollinators’ status remain fragile 

• Further investments in monitoring and research

Photo by Nicole Gerjets

Page 91

Photo by Chris E. Smith
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Goal 1: Lands Support Pollinators

Photo by Ann Wessel, Board of Soil and Water Resources

Page 93

Lawns to Legumes Program Demonstration 
Neighborhood in Healthy Lake Winona

Photo by Healthy Lake Winona 

Progress

• Most pollinator habitat we create is through state 
and federally administered programs

• Minnesota continues to lead the way in exploring 
novel ways to restore and integrate pollinator 
habitat

Photo by National Renewable Energy Lab

Challenges

• Limited capacity for ongoing habitat management
• Still large knowledge gaps

Recommendations

• Support efforts to understand habitat status
• Develop solutions to increase availability of native seeds
• Grow workforce for managing pollinator habitat
• Support for pollinator habitat adaptive management across state, federal, and private 

lands
• Seek ways to accelerate progress in pollinator habitat creation

Goal 1: Lands Support Pollinators
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Goal 2: Judicious use of pesticides

Progress

• State Agencies are promoting Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) to protect pollinators

• ADMIN continues to implement IPM in the Capitol 
building and managed properties

• Office of Legislative Auditor report: Evaluated 
pesticide regulation in Minnesota

• MDA and UMN Extension collaboration to promote IPM

• MDA created new materials and presentations on pesticide drift prevention 
and pollinator protection for pesticide applicators

Page 95

Photo by Minnesota Department of Agriculture

Goal 2: Judicious use of pesticides

Challenges

• IPM is a complex approach

• Knowledge gaps about IPM strategies for 
different pests and locations

• More time and/or effort to adopt IPM, 
versus pesticide applications alone

• Information gap on IPM implementation 
and adoption

Recommendations

• Encourage IPM adoption and promotion 
throughout the State

• Increase funding for IPM development, 
promotion, and implementation through 
state funding and public-private 
partnerships

• Continue to use IPM in all state agency 
pest management efforts
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Goal 3: Understand, Value, and Actively Support 
Pollinators

Photo by Judy Griesedieck

Page 96

This goal will include a list of pollinator initiatives and programs that are doing 
great work to promote pollinators in the state

Progress

• Continued public interest despite 
COVID restrictions

• Lawns to Legumes Pilot Program has 
captured the attention of MN 
residents to essentially “Bee the 
Change”

Photo by Blue Thumb

Recommendations

• Develop new strategies with COVID-19 
safety in mind

• Help promote pollinator initiatives and 
programs

• Explore creative and innovative ways to 
promote pollinator protection initiatives in 
urban and suburban communities

Goal 3: Understand, Value, and Actively Support 
Pollinators

Challenges

• Adapting to a “new reality” with COVID-
19 restrictions in mind

• Reaching new communities not already 
engaged with state agencies on 
pollinator efforts
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Civic Engagement Process Framework

Background
• Vision for One Minnesota

• Ensure public participation

• Build cross-sector relationships and 
partnerships

• Identify and support opportunities 
for statewide collaboration to 
conserve imperiled pollinatorsPage 98

Photo by Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Civic Engagement Process Framework

Project scope

Civic engagement inventory

SWOT analysis

Focus areas

• Imperiled pollinators, diversity and 
inclusion, pesticides

• 36 programs and initiatives were 
submitted

• Identify priorities for action

• Identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats

Imperiled pollinators

Diversity & Inclusion

Pesticides
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Photo by Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Civic Engagement Process Framework

Project scope

Goals

1. Engagement in the production and distribution of the 
annual report

2. Building trust, cross-sector relationships and partnerships

Photo by BlueThumb

Civic Engagement Framework

Action Plan
Short-term actions

Goal 1 
• Identify and connect with subject matter experts
• Develop communication plan
• Invite collaborators as subject matter experts to participate in EQB meetings
• Closing the loop

Goal 2
• Focus on diversity and inclusion
• Identify key individuals and organizations to engage in the pollinator protection 

conversation
• Using IAP2 engagement framework
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Photo by Urban Roots

Rebeca Gutierrez-Moreno

Rebeca.Gutierrez-Moreno@state.mn.us

651-757-2268

Thank you!

Photo by Chris E. Smith

Discussion Questions
• The purpose of the Pollinator Report is to inform about progress toward 

statewide pollinator protection goals. Do the draft materials you heard 
presented today align with that purpose?

• Do you have suggestions for priority strategies or approaches that should 
be included in the civic engagement framework, beyond what we 
presented today?

• What would you like the IPPT to keep in mind as they work to finalizing the 
report and the civic engagement framework?
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Erik Cedarleaf Dahl    Director, Rules and Special Projects

Denise Wilson Director, Environmental Review Program

Minnesota Sands, LLC
Project Update

2013 Minnesota Sands Project History: Highlights

www.eqb.state.mn.us 28

• Fillmore County letter to EQB - MN Sands, LLC. Multiple 
projects/multiple counties

• Potential for cross jurisdictional concerns, Fillmore County, 
Houston County and Winona County requested RGU re-
designation

• EQB affirmed multiple sites should be considered a single 
project, requiring an EIS
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Minnesota Sands Project History: 
Related Board Decisions

Board resolutions

•Re-designated the RGU from the Counties to EQB;

•Ordered and EIS

The EIS process did not proceed because MN Sands 
did not move provide project data to the EQB

www.eqb.state.mn.us 29

Project History: Legal Proceedings

Winona County Board of Commissioners prohibits the mining, 
processing, or trans-loading of frac sand in rural Winona County.

• Minnesota Sands, LLC filed a lawsuit to challenge Winona County’s 
ban on the mining of sand for use in the energy industry

• Supreme Court affirms District Court decision – Winona County 
Ordinance banning Industrial silica sand does not violate Commerce 
Clause 

www.eqb.state.mn.us 31
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Proposed Project

9/8/2020 | www.eqb.state.mn.us 32

Proposed Project: Applicable Rules

MR 4410.4300 subpart 12. Nonmetallic mineral mining

D.  For development of a silica sand project that excavates 20 or more acres of land to a 
mean depth of ten feet or more during the project's existence, the local governmental unit 
is the RGU.

4410.4300 Threshold test. 

If the proposed project is an expansion or additional stage of an existing project, the 
cumulative total of the proposed project and any existing stages or components of the 
existing project must be included when determining if a threshold is met or exceeded if 
construction was begun within three years before the date of application for a permit or 
approval from a governmental unit for the expansion or additional stage………….

www.eqb.state.mn.us 33
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Discussion Question

Do Board members and/or the 
public have any additional 
information that should be 
considered, before responding to 
the request from Fillmore County?

9/8/2020 www.eqb.state.mn.us 34


