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March 16, 2020 
Meeting Location:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Room 200/201 
520 Lafayette Rd N 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 
AGENDA 

 
Meeting Time and Location   
This month’s meeting will take place in the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency at 520 
Lafayette Road in St. Paul. The Environmental Quality Board (EQB or Board) meeting is available 
for live viewing online by visiting our website: www.eqb.state.mn.us  
 
The MPCA building is served by bus routes 64, 53, 860L, 61, and 74 and is accessible by bike. For 
more information about transit options please see https://www.pca.state.mn.us/about-
mpca/st-paul-office 
 
The Blue Parking lot is 2 blocks away, has many open spots, and is free/open for members of 
the public attending the EQB meeting. The Blue Parking Lot is located off University and Olive 
Streets. The Jupiter Parking Lot has limited spaces but is also free and open to public attending 
the EQB meeting. The Jupiter Parking Lot is located across from the Law Enforcement Center on 
Grove Street. https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/stpaulmap.pdf 
 
If you need an accommodation for this event (i.e., sign language interpreter, braille, wheelchair 
accessibility, etc.), this can be made available upon advance request. This material can be given 
to you in different forms, like large print, braille, or on a recording. Please contact EQB staff at 
least one week prior to the event at info.EQB@state.mn.us to arrange an accommodation.  
 
Public Engagement Opportunities at EQB Meetings  
EQB encourages public input and appreciates the opportunity to build shared understanding 
with members of the public. EQB meetings include multiple ways for the public to be involved 
including either a public input period, opportunities to submit written comment, and in some 
cases, community-building time. More details about public participation are provided at the 
Board meeting.  
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Meeting Objectives 
· Discuss recommendations for implementing the strategies identified in the 2019 Emerald Ash Borer

in Minnesota report.
· Continue discussing Minnesota’s strategies to protect pollinators by learning about Minnesota

Department of Agriculture’s approach to pest management and actions to address the effects of
pesticides on pollinators.

· Reflect on the 2019 Environmental Congress and generate ideas to inform the next Congress in the
2021-2022 biennium.

I. *Adoption of Consent Agenda & Minutes
Proposed Agenda for March 16, 2019, Board Meeting
November 20, 2019 Meeting Minutes

II. EQB Welcome & Introductions
Laura Bishop
EQB Chair; Commissioner
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
651-757-2014

III. Executive Director’s Report
Katie Pratt
Interim Executive Director
Environmental Quality Board
651-757-2524

IV. Emerald Ash Borer Recommendations

An interagency team presented the Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota report to the
Environmental Quality Board at the November 20, 2019 meeting with four key
recommendations:

· Slow the spread
· Support communities
· Manage ash wood material
· Lead, engage, and collaborate

The Board passed a resolution approving the report and requested that EQB staff: 
Convene a working group that reports back to the Board by Spring 2020 with specific 
recommendations that carry out the strategies identified in the 2019 Emerald Ash Borer 
in Minnesota report. 

The interagency team reconvened and collected stakeholder input to aid in the development of 
recommended actions that can move Minnesota forward on the emerald ash borer (EAB) issue. 

* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 
** Denotes action may be taken 
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Presenters: 
Kristin Mroz  
Local Government Coordinator 
Environmental Quality Board  
651-757-2793

Mark Abrahamson  
Plant Protection, Assistant Director 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
651-201-6505

Dave Benke 
Director, Resource Management and 
Assistance Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency  
651-757-2221

Amy Kay Kerber 
Forestry Legislative Affairs & Outreach 
Supervisor 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
651-259-5272

Materials enclosed: 

· Emerald Ash Borer Recommendations Discussion Guide

V. Best Management Practices for Agricultural Chemicals in Minnesota: How the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Responds to Point Source and Non-point Source
Pesticide Concerns

While the Pesticide and Fertilizer Management Division (PFMD) in the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture (MDA) is responsible for ensuring safe use of all terrestrial pesticides in Minnesota;
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) evaluates potential risks and
benefits associated with use of any pesticide product prior to registration. EPA approve the
language that appears on each pesticide label that the MDA is responsible for enforcing. We will
review the history of pesticide use and misuse in MN, as well as the authority that MDA has to
respond to pesticide use that impacts human health and the environment. From creosote and
pentachlorophenol, to atrazine and imidacloprid, we will discuss how MDA has worked with
environmental groups, regulated industries, farm organizations, the University of Minnesota,
and the general public to determine the impacts of pesticides in the environment. We will also
highlight the education and outreach MDA has been doing to address the effects of pesticides
on pollinators and the focus MDA has on integrated pest management (IPM) as a means to
balance the health of the environment and the strength of our agricultural economy.

Presenters:
Rebeca Gutierrez-Moreno 
Pollinator Coordinator 
Environmental Quality Board 
651-757-2268

Rajinder Mann, PhD 
Research Scientist, Pesticide and 
Fertilizer Management 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
651-201-6208

Joshua Stamper 
Director, Pesticide and Fertilizer Management 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
651-201-6639
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VI. Debrief and Future Planning: Environmental Congress

The EQB hosted the 2019 Minnesota Environmental Congress on Tuesday, December 3, 2019 in
Mankato with a focus on climate change. EQB staff will reflect on the event, present participant
survey results, and collect feedback and ideas to inform the next biennium’s Environmental
Congress.

Presenters:
Faith Krogstad 
Engagement Coordinator 
Environmental Quality Board 
651-757-2086

Materials enclosed: 
· Environmental Congress Debrief Document

VII. Closing Remarks
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MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

November 20, 2019 
Meeting Location: MPCA Lower Level Conference Rooms 

520 Lafayette Rd N 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

EQB Members Present: Laura Bishop, Steve Kelley, Alan Forsberg, Steve Grove (proxy Kevin 
McKinnon, Sarah Strommen, Gerald Van Amburg, Jan Malcolm, Bryan Murdock, Thom 
Petersen, Kristen Eide-Tollefson, Alice Roberts-Davis, Julie Goehring, Benjamin Yawakie 

EQB Members Absent: Tom Moibi, Margaret Anderson Kelliher 

Activity Audio* 

I. Adoption of Consent Agenda & Minutes 0:01:00 

II. EQB Welcome & Introductions 0:01:19 

III. Executive Director’s Report
Executive Director Will Seuffert provides an update about the 2019 Environmental Congress
on December 3, 2019 on climate. The Environmental Review Implementation Subcommittee
met in October and the next meeting will consider options and strategies for Environmental
Review and Climate. EQB has new staff member Katrina Hapka. Will Seuffert notifies of the
vacancy in Congressional District 4 EQB Citizen Member position. Lastly, Seuffert connects the
upcoming agenda items to the strategic plan.

0:02:47 

IV. Resolution Approving the 2019 Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota Report and Support of
Cross-Agency Work to Fulfill Recommendations
A team of interagency staff and partnering organizations discuss status, trends, and the scope
of the Emerald Ash Borer predicament. The board passes a resolution approving the 2019
report and amends that the interagency team provides them further recommendations by
spring 2020. Several members of the public provide public comment during the input period. A
voice vote was taken, all in favor.

0:08:12 

V. Resolution Approving the 2019 Minnesota State Agency Pollinator Report and
Support of Cross-Agency Work to Fulfill Recommendations
EQB Staff Faith Krogstad details a summary of the 2019 MN State Agency Pollinator Report. A
combination of stakeholders consider various stressors against and options for supporting MN
pollinator populations. Several members of the public provide public comment during the
input period. A voice vote was taken, all in favor

01:39:10 

VI. Closing Remarks 03:10:05 

* Audio recording and presentations of November 20th meeting resides on our website:
https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/content/november-20th-2019-board-meeting
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Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota Recommendations 
Discussion Guide 

Background 

An interagency team presented the Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota report to the Environmental Quality Board 
at the November 20, 2019 meeting with four key recommendations:  

· Slow the spread
· Support communities
· Manage ash wood material
· Lead, engage, and collaborate

The Board passed a resolution approving the report and requested that EQB staff: 

Convene a working group that reports back to the Board by Spring 2020 with specific recommendations 
that carry out the strategies identified in the 2019 Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota report. 

Development of recommended actions 

The interagency team convened and collected stakeholder input to aid in the development of recommended 
actions that can move the State of Minnesota forward on the emerald ash borer (EAB) issue.  

Stakeholder engagement  
The interagency team and member agencies engaged their partners and stakeholders to develop the 
recommendations. On January 31, the interagency team held a stakeholder meeting with participants 
representing academia, the tree care and management industry, the waste and energy industry, local and tribal 
governments, and nonprofit organizations. The interagency team presented recommended draft actions and 
asked participants to identify gaps and provide feedback on the strategies. 

Following the stakeholder meeting, the team distributed a survey to collect further input, including the 
questions:  

· What does the 2019 Emerald Ash Borer in Minnesota report get right?
· What does the report get wrong?
· What is the report missing?
· The report makes four recommendations – Are these the right high-level recommendations to make?
· What specific actions can the State take to:

o Slow the spread of EAB?
o Support communities?
o Manage ash waste?
o Lead, plan and collaborate?

· What is the cost of not taking action on EAB?
· What is the most effective way to educate the public about EAB?
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In addition, individual agencies met with key partners to further discuss and provide recommendations. The 
interagency team incorporated feedback from stakeholders into the recommendations. Stakeholder feedback 
provided valuable information for team members, such as:  

· The report provides a thorough overview but does not go into enough detail about what needs to
happen now.

· “The report generally does not reflect the urgency of the problem in how solutions are presented.”
· The report focused on community EAB management as a priority but did not discuss natural ash forest

lands in depth.
· The report discusses the ash wood material management issue but needs additional action to ensure

that markets and the waste system are ready to handle the “wall of wood.”

The case for taking action on emerald ash borer 

The interagency team and a number of stakeholders felt that it is necessary to reiterate the costs associated 
with not implementing the recommendations as well as the benefits of taking action. While monetary numbers 
are not available for the social impacts of emerald ash borer, it is important to understand holistically the 
potential costs to humans and the environment.  

If action on emerald ash borer is taken quickly and efficiently: 

· Humans and property may avoid harm by infested ash trees that quickly become brittle and cause
branches to drop. Professionals and citizens will be well aware of the safety hazards associated with ash
tree care and removals.

· The material management system will be prepared to absorb the increase in ash wood material and use
it to its highest and best use, creating income for the industry. Ash wood material is not burned,
reducing air pollution and other possible health impacts.

· Ash forest lands could maintain their canopy cover through management and planting techniques that
don’t effect tourism or other industries.

· Communities will use tree maintenance and replanting of community trees that provide aesthetic value
and greenspace for residents, reducing crime rates and increasing property values.

· Trees will be replanted to support stormwater management efforts that reduce stormwater runoff.
· Natural and community forests will continue to provide carbon storage and sequestration.
· Citizens and professionals are educated about proper transportation of infested wood material.
· Communities are more prepared and have management plans in place to respond to the spread of EAB

and ash wood material management.
· Consultants and contractors are trained and available to meet the demand of necessary services,

keeping costs to communities and landowners reasonable.
· Multiple levels of government and agencies work collaboratively on effective, timely, and transparent

actions.
· Best management practices and techniques are developed to prevent conversion of ash forests to non-

forested conditions and result in:
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o Maintained ecosystem services that continue to offer habitat, store water, improve water
quality, and store carbon.

o Ash forests provide commercial resources and support local economies.
· Research is advanced and provides the necessary development of best practice actions, innovative

strategies, and health and safety solutions.

Discussion Framework and Questions 

The interagency team will present recommended actions to the Board at the March 16, 2020 meeting. 

The following questions are proposed to better understand opportunities for meaningful outcomes during the 
Board meeting and to support informed decision-making on EAB-related issues. 

· Are these the right actions to take in order to achieve the four key recommendations of the report?
· What approaches to EAB-related issues are missing?
· What are the next steps to take meaningful action on emerald ash borer in Minnesota?
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At the March 16 Environmental Quality Board (EQB) meeting, EQB staff will present an overview of the 
2019 Environmental Congress event, event survey results, and ideas for the Environmental Congress to 
be held in the 2021-2022 biennium. To view the event program, video recordings of the plenary and 
leadership forum sessions, event survey results, and notes from Open Space dialogues, please visit 
www.eqb.state.mn.us/environmentalcongress.  

Following the presentation, Board members and members of the public will have the opportunity to 
share their own feedback, identify follow-up actions, and generate ideas for the next Environmental 
Congress. Discussion questions: 

• What are the core ingredients of the Environmental Congress? What makes the event unique?

• What is the power of the Environmental Congress? What could we achieve?

• What do you want the next Environmental Congress look like?

Environmental Congress 
Debrief & Future Planning 
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