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520 Lafayette Road North, Saint Paul, MN 55155| www.eqb.state.mn.us 
Phone: 651-757-2873 | Fax: 651-757-2343 

 
October 18, 2018 

 
Meeting Location:  Ramsey County Library - Roseville 

Roseville, Minnesota 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
General  
The October 18 meeting will take place in the Ramsey County Library – Roseville at 2180 Hamline Ave N, 
Roseville MN. The Environmental Quality Board (EQB or Board) meeting will be available via live WebEx 
on October 18, 2018 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. You will be able to access the webcast on our website: 
www.eqb.state.mn.us  
 
Free public parking is available adjacent to the library. The library is served by bus routes  
65, 83, 84 and is accessible by bike.  
 
Public comment is taken on all agenda items. Time allocated for discussion is at the discretion of the 
Board Chair.  
 

I. 1*Adoption of Consent Agenda  
 

II. Introductions 
 

III. EQB Welcome 

 

IV. Introduction from Youth Environmental Leaders  
  

V. Panel Presentations from Highlighted Organizations  
 

VI. **Resolution for Approval for the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) to engage youth 
environmental leaders and reserve one annual board meeting dedicated to youth 
perspectives, work, and ideas.  

 

                                                 
1* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
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VII. Small Group Discussions on Deepening Collaboration between Youth Environmental Leaders 
and State Government 

 

VIII. Closing Remarks, Conversation and Collaboration 

 

IX. Adjourn 
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520 Lafayette Road North, Saint Paul, MN 55155| www.eqb.state.mn.us 
Phone: 651-757-2873 | Fax: 651-757-2343 

 
October 18, 2018 

 
Meeting Location:  Ramsey County Library - Roseville 

Roseville, Minnesota 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

 
 

ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 
General  
The October 18 meeting will take place in the Ramsey County Library – Roseville at 2180 Hamline Ave N, 
Roseville MN. The Environmental Quality Board (EQB or Board) meeting will be available via live WebEx 
on October 18, 2018 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. You will be able to access the webcast on our website: 
www.eqb.state.mn.us  
 
Free public parking is available adjacent to the library. The library is served by bus routes  
65, 83, 84 and is accessible by bike.  
 
Public comment is taken on all agenda items. Time allocated for discussion is at the discretion of the 
Board Chair.  
 

I. 1*Adoption of Consent Agenda  
 Proposed Agenda for October 18, 2018, Board Meeting 
 

II. Introductions 
 

III. EQB Welcome 

 

IV. Introduction from Youth Environmental Leaders  
 
Presenters: 
Rachel Lindholm 
MN GreenCorps 
 
 

                                                 
1* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 

http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
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Jessica Jacobson 
Foltin Consulting 
  
Materials Enclosed:  
A list of Youth Environmental Leaders and their bios.  
  

V. Panel Presentations from Highlighted Organizations  

 
 Presenters:  
 Alex Miller 

Carleton College Food Network 
 
Akilah Sanders-Reed 
Youth Climate Interveners 
 
Cadence Eischens 
4H 
 
Lia Harel 
iMatter 
 
Katie Christensen 
iMatter  

 
 Lexie Dietz 
 Christmas Lake Association 
  

Materials enclosed: 
None 

 
Discussion: 
Representatives of youth environmental groups will share their experiences working on issues 
related to protecting Minnesota’s water, land, air energy and climate. Speakers will highlight the 
unique skills and perspective youth bring to environmental work. They will demonstrate a range 
of approaches Minnesota’s youth are taking to address environmental issues in their 
communities. Presenters will also offer ideas for deepening collaboration between state 
government and youth environmental groups.    

 

VI. **Resolution for Approval for the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) to engage youth 
environmental leaders and reserve one annual board meeting dedicated to youth 
perspectives, work, and ideas.  

 
 Presenters:  
 Henri Nguyen 
 Southwest High School 
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Discussion: 
Board Members will review and vote to adopt the resolution titled Approval for the 
Environmental Quality Board (EQB) to engage youth environmental leaders and reserve one 
annual board meeting dedicated to youth perspectives, work, and ideas.  

 

VII. Small Group Discussions on Deepening Collaboration between Youth Environmental Leaders 
and State Government 

  
 Presenters:  

Annie Pottorff 
Jefferson Center 
 
Brianna Sarkaria 
University of Minnesota, Morris 
  
Discussion: 
Board and audience members will be directed to split into small groups to further explore ways 
to build collaboration between state government and youth. Groups will discuss actions that 
could be taken to strengthen youth involvement in Minnesota environmental work and ways to 
reach new audiences.  

 

VIII. Closing Remarks, Conversation and Collaboration 

  
 Presenters:  
 Ksenia Gorinshteyn 
 University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 

  
Discussion: 
Organizations from across Minnesota will host a table for EQB and audience members to visit 
and continue conversation. The goal of this activity is for meeting attendees to learn more about 
youth environmental organizations in the state and to give youth a chance to network with each 
other and with state officials and staff.  

 

IX. Adjourn  

 



Member Biographies: 

Alexie Dietz is from Excelsior, MN, but goes to school at The Blake School in Minneapolis. Although 
she is only a junior, she plans on studying Environmental studies in college and eventually working in 
her local community to preserve the environment. She is specifically interested in water pollution, 
sustainable agriculture and promoting environmentally conscious alternatives in schools and public 
places. She is excited to participate in YEL and see how others hope to create change to protect our 
environmental. She plays softball at Blake. 
 
She has worked on an environmental board at her school that brings in environmental authors to 
speak to students and also allocates funds to environmental projects around the school. This summer, 
she also went to Costa Rica to learn about permaculture and the agriculture industry and worked with 
her lake association to eradicate eurasian milfoil through the use of weevils. 

 

Ksenia Gorinshteyn is from Round Lake, IL and attends the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities, 
where she is studying Journalism with a minor in Environmental Sciences, Policy, and Management. 
She hopes to combine the two areas of study in order to communicate the importance of conserving 
the environment and to engage the public in a larger conversation about climate change. Ksenia 
joined the YEL team because of these interests and to share them with a group of passionate 
individuals like herself. 

 

Jessica Jacobson recently graduated from the University of Minnesota with a BS in Environmental 
Sciences, Policy and Management. She spent some time working as a technician in the lab and field at 
the Department of Soil, Water and Climate at UMN St. Paul studying nutrient management in 
agricultural systems. She now focuses on water resources full time at Fortin Consulting, Inc. Her 
projects at FCI focus on chloride pollution and aquatic invasive species management and include 
research and field project. 

 

Rachel Lindholm was born and raised in St. Paul, MN. She graduated in May from the U of M with a 
degree in Global Studies and minors in Sustainability Studies, Spanish, and Digital Media Studies. After 
numerous educational and extracurricular experiences cemented her passion for environmental 
issues, especially zero waste and community-based initiatives, she applied to MN GreenCorps. She is 
currently serving with the City of Richfield, focusing on their organic recycling drop-off program as 
well as recycling and waste disposal in municipal buildings and the parks in Richfield. She has been 
excited to work with and learn from everyone else, who bring a variety of backgrounds and passions 
to YEL. In her free time, Rachel loves to read, cook, and is an avid photographer. 

 

Alex Miller, she-her-hers, grew up in Dilworth, MN before moving to Bemidji, MN to complete a 
degree in Environmental Studies from Bemidji State University. Alex currently works at Carleton 
College as the Sustainability Program Coordinator in Northfield, MN. In this role, Alex is able to work 
with college students to reduce Carleton’s impact on the environment with the eventual goal of being 
a “carbon free” campus by the year 2050. In her spare time, Alex is the co-chair of the City of 
Northfield’s Climate Action Plan Advisory Board and Vice Chair of the Environmental Quality 



Commission. She is excited to continue her work of slowing anthropogenic climate change at the state 
level.  

 

Henri Nguyen grew up in Savage, MN, and currently attends Southwest High School where he will be a 
junior this upcoming school year. He attended Emerson Elementary School in Minneapolis where he 
was first exposed to Spanish. Since then, he has continued practicing his language and is fluent in it. 
He has been recognized by the ACTFL as achieving advanced low in the respected language. He also 
participates in several organizations within and outside school. In his free time, he enjoys baking, 
reading, and the skiing. He chose to join YEL because he thinks that he can further make a difference 
in how people see the climate and the resources that they have around themselves. 
 
Henri is a participant, leader, and planner with Loppet; a board member at the South West Chapter 
High School Democrats and DECA; a participant with iMatter; Vice President of the Philosophy club 
and a volunteer at Hennepin County Medical Center. 

 

Annie grew up in Chaska, Minnesota, and attended the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, where 
she studied Political Science and Environmental Science, Policy, and Management. She chose to join 
YEL because she thinks we can make a difference when we expand our message beyond the chorus of 
the people who already agree with us.  Annie also loves traveling, trying new craft breweries around 
the Twin Cities, and listening to true crime podcasts.  
 
She has experience working as a communications coordinator at the UMN Sustainability Office. She 
was a Senate intern for John Marty during the 2016 legislative session, who was chair of the 
environment and energy committee. She also volunteers for ReUSE Minnesota, a hub connecting 
people to reuse across the state. 

 

Brianna Sarkaria has grown up in Rochester (MN) her entire life, but is currently a junior at the 
University of Minnesota, Morris. She’s enjoyed her time in college and discovering new things about 
her new tiny town on the prairie. She engages with campus organizations such as InterVarsity, MPIRG, 
and Model UN. Additionally she swims for UMM’s swim team and works in the Office of Sustainability 
as the community outreach intern. Brianna’s work with MPIRG and the Office of Sustainability has 
shown her so many exciting forms of community education on important topics, particularly climate 
change. 

 

Annica Stiles lives in Lindstrom, MN and attends Forest Lake Area Senior High as a Junior. She’s grown 
up camping, hiking and canoeing, leading to a passion for the environment and preserving it. Among 
this, her interests include travel, barrel racing with her horse, writing and anything outdoors. She 
wanted to participate in YEL because it’s a way for her to spread awareness and make change for the 
planet. It’s also a way to interact with a very diverse group in solving the issues we face every day. 
 
She teaches X-country skiing from 2014 to current. She is lutheran and has done leadership programs 
through the church. She lived in Tanzania Africa in 2012 and taught English. She was a co-leader of the 
Social Justice club at my previous school. She is currently a leader of Stand Up. Be Heard. Where they 



educate people and register them to vote. A young voter outreach team in the North 
Branch/Lindstrom area and around. She traveled to Washington D.C. in June for Washington Youth 
Summit on the Environment (WYSE) to do field work, meet representatives and learn about how to 
take action in our states.     

 

Natalie Swanson is a senior at Edina High School. She is the President of Edina High School’s 
environmental club, Project Earth, and has done work with local solar projects and recycling and 
composting projects. Natalie and her fellow students have helped to initiate and push forward two 
solar projects in their school district. Natalie has also worked with the City of Edina in resident 
outreach about clean energy and energy efficiency. She is excited to gain new knowledge and new 
perspectives through collaboration with other youth from around Minnesota through YEL. 
 
This year, her environmental club focused on a few key projects. They initiated a campaign towards 
two solar systems in our school system, improved recycling and composting in our school, and hosted 
our second annual Youth Climate Summit, where over 100 youth from 7+ schools came together to 
engage in conversation and action. At the summit, she hosted a workshop about solar for schools, and 
also presented a keynote speech about inter-school collaboration for youth. She also has been 
working with iMatter towards a city resolution in Edina. 

 



 

Draft 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 

 
Approval for the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) to engage youth environmental leaders and reserve 
one annual board meeting dedicated to youth perspectives, work, and ideas.  
 

 
WHEREAS, younger generations are currently and will continue to inherit problems facing our 
water, land, air, energy, and climate; and 
 
WHEREAS, today’s youth are tomorrow’s decision makers and youth engagement builds 
community and a sense of responsibility and empowerment; and 
 
WHEREAS, increased youth participation in societal issues can help spur action on public health, 
ecosystem integrity, resource security and efficiency, environmental justice, and economic 
health, thereby improving Minnesota for current and future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, youth environmental leaders in Minnesota are particularly concerned about climate 
change and its current and future effects on our state; and  
 
WHEREAS, state agencies are working to reduce pressures on the environment in collaboration 
with diverse populations and groups in Minnesota; and 
 
WHEREAS, youth across Minnesota are taking innovative approaches to environmental work and 
sharing skills and ideas across organizations and regions of the state; and   
 
WHEREAS, continued collaboration between the EQB and Minnesota youth creates space for 
youth to communicate their perspectives and take action related to environmental topics;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the EQB hereby agrees to collaborate with youth leaders, 
reserving one annual board meeting dedicated to youth perspectives, work, and ideas 
surrounding environmental topics. 
 
 

Approved and adopted this 18th day of October, 2018 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
David Frederickson, Chair 

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 
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