April 6, 1999

To:

Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Members



Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Animal Agriculture

Cc:

CAC Alternates

From:

Susan Schmidt, Project Manager, (651) 296-2888

Subject:
CAC Meeting on April 13 -14

The Citizen Advisory Committee meets on Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14 at the Holiday Inn, 1201 West County Road E in Arden Hills.  I am using this memo as an opportunity to update on several activities prior to the next meeting.  Please call me at (651) 296-2888 if you have any questions.  Please arrange for your alternate to attend if you have a schedule conflict.

Literature Review Work

Please review the attached Summary of the Proposal Selection Process. As you can see, three members did not agree with the final EQB / MN Planning decisions.  The CAC is scheduled to discuss the selection process and our consensus groundrule during our upcoming meeting. 

Inventory

We succeeded in getting help from the Land Management Information Center (LMIC, which is also part of Minnesota Planning) on Step 2 of the proposed inventory implementation plan.  Step 2 is gaining a complete and thorough understanding of all existing data sources on location, number and species before designing our GEIS inventory.  We will report to the CAC on our work on Wednesday, April 14.  

Legislative Update

We are finally in a position to assess the “lay of the land” in terms of our GEIS budget request.  We think that the GEIS budget request of $1.8 million is vulnerable in the House.  This vulnerability is not due to lack of support for the GEIS.  In fact, we continue to believe that the majority of legislators support the GEIS and its continued funding.  Nevertheless, the House State Department Finance Division budget targets are $100 million below the governor’s target of $740 million.  This can be compared to the Agriculture Finance Division which is $15 million over the governor’s budget and the Environment Finance Division which is $5 million below the governor’s budget.  The GEIS request moves through the State Department Finance Division.  One time funding such as the GEIS funding is clearly an “easy” target given the big cuts that this Division will make.  

If you can explain the situation to House Agriculture and Environment Committee members it could be helpful. We think GEIS funding is secure in the Senate.  However, it would be best to have the GEIS funding secure in both omnibus bills.  We will have time to discuss this further during our upcoming meeting.    

April Meeting Logistics

A revised meeting agenda is attached.  Our primary meeting objectives are to: 1) discuss the CAC consensus groundrule; 2) discuss the status of the literature review work and review the selection process; 3) discuss the status of the GEIS inventory; and, 4) get updated on related feedlot activities (7020 Rules, Legislative Auditors report, etc)  

We are holding a block of Tuesday and Wednesday night rooms for CAC members who live further than 25 miles from the meeting location and who need to leave home prior to 8:00 am the day of the meeting.  The phone number is (651) 636-4123.  Please contact the hotel directly to make your reservations.  Ask specifically for the “government rate” rooms.  This is important since several reimbursement requests have been submitted with the full rather than government rate.  You will pay for the room directly and will be reimbursed using our regular expense reimbursement process.
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