
Minnesota River Basin Project Overview 
 
Purpose: To bring local, state, and federal entities together to develop a collaborative 
approach to the problems in the Minnesota River Basin with a focus on flood damage 
reduction, ecosystem restoration, watershed management, water quality management, and 
ground water management.  
 
Objective: To prepare a plan for watershed management and development of a decision 
support system in the Minnesota River Basin. 
 
Ongoing Efforts: There are a number of ongoing efforts being conducted in the 
Minnesota River Basin these include water quality monitoring, TMDL modeling, 
Geochemical Fingerprinting, small watershed modeling, various flood damage reduction 
projects, and much more.   
 
Benefits: The major benefit of this project will be to coordinate the existing local, state, 
and federal resources that are being expended in the Minnesota River Basin and to bring 
those efforts together in an attempt to improve the Minnesota River Basin. The study 
team will develop attainable goals, based on the needs of the people in the Minnesota 
River Basin, and create a partnership allowing agencies to work towards those needs.  
 
This project will link the existing efforts in the basin and will bring Federal funding into 
the basin which will be able to expand existing efforts and to further the development of 
basin wide watershed management plan.  
 
Cost Sharing: The currently ongoing and planned future efforts can be used as the cost 
sharing match to the federal participation. This could include costs incurred by any state 
agency, local government entities, non-profits, Universities, and any other non-federal 
entities for work conducted in relationship to this project. The cost share would be 
funneled through one non-federal sponsor (possibly the Minnesota Environmental 
Quality Board). Cash contributions would be limited to special tasks which would be 
negotiated at the necessary time by the funding agency or the non-federal sponsor.  
 
Management Structure: The proposed management structure would have the Corps of 
Engineers leading the coordination with the federal partners, the non-federal sponsor 
would coordinate the efforts of the state agencies, and the Minnesota River Board would 
coordinate the local efforts. The non-federal sponsor would also be responsible for the 
tracking and submittal of the cost sharing work, along with the Corps. The Corps, the 
non-federal sponsor, and the Minnesota River Board would act as the executive 
committee which will ultimately have control of the projects direction.  
 
Local Needs: This project will be designed to focus on the local needs and to develop a 
system which will give the locals the tools they need to make decisions on the ground. It 
is intended that the locals will implement the projects based on the information provided 
in the decision support system. The project is not intended to lead to any federal 
construction, although if it is deemed justified it could be included at a later time. 


