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NOTICES 
 
The Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, December 21, 2006, has been cancelled. The next Board meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 2007.  The next Tech Rep meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 9, 2007. 
 
If you have questions, feel free to contact Leslie Carney at (651) 201-2464. 
 
 
 

EQB Requesting Comments on Additional Phase 2 Rule Amendments 
 

On August 14, 2006, the EQB published a Request for Comments for the Phase 2 Environmental 
Review program rulemaking.  After reviewing comments received, and because of certain other 
developments following the publication of the Phase 2 Request for Comments, the EQB has 
decided to consider several additional amendments to the Environmental Review program rules 
that were not referenced in the Request for Comments.   

 
The additional amendments that are being considered are: 

 At parts 4410.1200, 4410.2300 & 4410.3610, subpart 4, the EQB will consider adding 
guidance on how to address analysis of cumulative effects in Environmental Assessment 
Worksheets (EAWs), Environmental Impact Statements (EISs), and Alternative Urban 
Areawide Review (AUAR) documents.  The EQB is interested in advice and comment 
about the nature and scope of such guidance. 

 At part 4410.4600, subpart 1, the EQB wishes to correct incorrect references.  The first 
sentence should reference subparts 2 and 26, not 27, and the second sentence should  

reference subparts 3 to 25 and also subpart 27.  These errors occurred during the adoption of 
exemption thresholds for recreational trail projects in 2005. 

The EQB Monitor is a biweekly publication of the Environmental Quality Board that lists descriptions and deadlines for Environmental Assessment Worksheets, 
Environmental Impact Statements, and other notices.  The EQB Monitor is posted on the Environmental Quality board home page at http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/. 
 
Upon request, the EQB Monitor will be made available in an alternative format, such as Braille, large print, or audio tape.  For TTY, contact Minnesota Relay Service at 
800-627-3529 and ask for Department of Administration.   For information on the EQB Monitor, contact: 
Minnesota Environmental Quality Board 
658 Cedar St., 300 Centennial Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1388 
Phone: 651-201-2480 
Fax: 651-296-3698 
http://www.eqb.state.mn.us 
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 At part 4410.3100, the EQB wishes to clarify that it is permissible for a governmental unit to prepare 
and give public notice of a draft permit or other approval document prior to the completion of the 
Environmental Review process, provided that no final decisions to grant or issue permits or 
approvals are made until after the process has been completed. 
 

A Supplemental Request for Comments giving official notice of these additional potential amendments was 
published in the State Register on December 11, 2006.   
 
Public Comment.  Interested persons or groups may submit comments or information on the additional 
possible rule amendments in writing or orally until 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 31, 2007. 
 
Contact Person.  Written or oral comments, questions, or requests for more information on these possible 
amendments to rules should be directed to: Gregg Downing, Environmental Quality Board, 300 Centennial 
Building, 658 Cedar Street, St. Paul, MN  55155; telephone: 651/201-2476, Fax: 651/296-3698, E-mail: 
gregg.downing@state.mn.us.  TTY users may call the Board at 800/627-3529. 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEETS 
EAW Comment Deadline:  January 17, 2007 
 
 
Project Title: Ramsey Crossings 
 
Description: The proposed Ramsey Crossings commercial development includes approximately 69 acres 
north of US Hwy. 10 and west of Armstrong Boulevard on the west side of the city of Ramsey.  This 
development will have a total building area of 651,000 square feet, including discount retail store, department 
store, home improvement store, electronics store, drug store, sporting goods, retail anchors, retail shops, and 
restaurants.  This project will involve the extension of municipal utilities including sanitary sewer, water, public 
roads, storm sewer, and construction of storm water ponds. 
 
RGU: City of Ramsey 
 
Contact Person: 
Amy Geisler, Associate Planner 
7550 Sunwood Drive 
Ramsey, MN 55303-6140 
Phone: 763-433-9903 
Fax: 763-427-5543 
ageisler@ci.ramsey.mn.us
 
 
 
Project Title: One Riverfront View 
 
Description: The One Riverfront View project consists of demolishing an existing health club and office 
building and redeveloping the 10-acre site with a 91-unit, four-story condominium building, below grade 

mailto:gregg.downing@state.mn.us
mailto:ageisler@ci.ramsey.mn.us
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parking, a trail connection to the I-35E bridge trail, and 7.8 acres of green space that will be restored and/or 
landscaped.  The project will bring municipal water to the site and introduce a storm water management system. 
 
RGU:  City of Lilydale 
 
Contact Person: 
Bernard Weitzman, City Clerk/Treasurer 
City of Lilydale 
1011 Sibley Memorial Hwy. 
Lilydale, MN 55118 
Phone: 651-457-2376 
Fax: 651-552-4912 
weitz1@comcast.net
 
 
Project Title: The Quarry—Sauk Rapids, MN 
 
Description: The Quarry is a 33.5 acre commercial project at the northeast quadrant of County Road 57 and 
County Road 3 in Sauk rapids, Minnesota.  The project will include approximately 265,000 square feet of retail, 
general merchandise, and restaurants. 
 
RGU: City of Sauk Rapids 
 
Contact Person: 
Todd Schultz, Community Development Director 
115 Second Ave. No. 
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379-1605 
Phone: 320-258-5300 x 315 
Fax: 320-258-5359 
tschultz@ci.sauk-apids.mn.us
 
Project Title: Radio Tower/Radio Station KRVI (FM) 
 
Description: Construction of a 714 foot (AGL) guyed FM radio tower and associated transmitter building in 
the SE 1/4 SE 1/4, Section 15, T137N R44W, Clay County, MN.  Geographic coordinates: 46 degrees 40 
minutes 27.7 seconds North Latitude, 96 degrees 13 minutes 06.0 seconds West Longitude. 
 
RGU: Clay County 
 
 
Contact Person: 
Tim Magnusson, Planning Director 
807 N 11th St. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
Phone: 218-299-5002 
Fax: 218-299-5195 
tim.magnusson@co.clay.mn.us
 

mailto:weitz1@comcast.net
mailto:tschultz@ci.sauk-apids.mn.us
mailto:tim.magnusson@co.clay.mn.us
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Project Title: Aggregate Industries Pit #103-Mattson 
 
Description: Aggregate Industries proposes to expand its sand and gravel mining operation onto property 
adjacent to the east and southeast of its existing Pit 103 located in Section 13, Keene Township.  The company 
proposes to remove the aggregate from approximately 120 acres of this property. 
 
RGU: Clay County 

 
Contact Person: 
Tim Magnusson, Planning Director 
807 N 11th St. 
Moorhead, MN 56560 
Phone: 218-299-5002 
Fax: 218-299-5195 
tim.magnusson@co.clay.mn.us
 
 
EIS NEED DECISIONS 
 
The responsible governmental unit has determined the following projects do not require preparation of an EIS.  
The dates given are, respectively, the date of the determination and the date the EAW notice was published in 
the EQB Monitor. 
 
■ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Citizens’ Board, VeraSun Welcome, LLC, Ethanol Facility, 

November 28, 2006 (September 25, 2006 
■ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Citizens’ Board, Fergus Falls Transfer Station, November 28, 2006 

(August 14, 2006) 
 
 
 
PETITIONS FILED 
 
The following petitions have been filed with the EQB requesting preparation of an EAW.  The EQB has 
assigned the indicated unit of government to review the petition and decide on the need for an EAW. 
 
■ Minnesota Department of Agriculture, registration of atrazine 
■ Minnesota Department of Agriculture, registration of acetochlor 
■ Minnesota Department of Agriculture, registration of chlorpyrifos 
■ Cass County, EAW for Girl Lake residential project 
■ Cannon Falls, Progressive Rail Inc. project on Minnesota Malting property 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tim.magnusson@co.clay.mn.us
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AUAR ADOPTED 
 
Project Title: CSAH 1 and I-35 Final AUAR – Rice County, Minnesota 
 
Description: Rice County Board of Commissioners approved the Final Alternative Urban Areawide Review 
(AUAR) for the CSAH 1 and I-35 Study Area at the Board of Commissioners meeting November 14, 2006. 
 
 
 
AUAR AVAILABLE 
 
Project Title: The West End AUAR 
 
Description:  The proposed redevelopment is considered for a 48.6-acre parcel of land at the southwest 
corner of I-394 and Trunk Highway 100 in St. Louis Park, MN, with portions in Golden Valley, MN. Four 
build scenarios are under consideration, proposing a mix of office, commercial and residential uses. A fifth 
scenario reflecting the current comprehensive plan is also under consideration.  

 
The comment period for the AUAR will remain open until January 17, 2007. Comments on the AUAR should 
be submitted directly to Meg McMonigal, Planning and Zoning Supervisor, City of St. Louis Park, 5005 
Minnetonka Boulevard, St. Louis Park, MN 55416. A neighborhood meeting will be held to discuss the project 
on Tuesday, January 9, 2007 at St. Louis Park City Council Chambers (5005 Minnetonka Boulevard), 
beginning at 7:00 PM.  

The document is also available for review at the St. Louis Park Library (3240 Library Lane), the Environmental 
Conservation Library and the Legislative Reference Library. The AUAR can also be viewed on the City of St. 
Louis Park website at www.stlouispark.org.  
 
 
 
FINAL EIS’S AVAILABLE 
 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has prepared a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for 
the proposal by Mittal Steel USA - Minorca Mine, Inc. (formerly Ispat Inland Mining Company) to open the 
East Reserve; a new open-pit mine area located between the towns of Biwabik and McKinley. 
 
This Final EIS responds to timely substantive comments on the Draft EIS, and corrects errors in the Draft EIS. 
Together, the Final EIS and the Draft EIS comprise the complete EIS, which documents the analysis of 
potential impacts associated with a new open-pit mine area located between the towns of Biwabik and 
McKinley that would consist of two separate mine pits; an overburden, waste rock and lean taconite stockpile 
area north of the mine pits; dewatering routes; and a new haul road extension from the existing Laurentian Mine 
haul road. 
 
The DNR will accept comments on the adequacy of the Final EIS during the comment period that concludes at 
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 3, 2007. 
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Minnesota Rules part 4410.2800, subpart 4 requires the Final EIS to be adequate if: 
 

A. addresses the potentially significant issues and alternatives raised in scoping so that all significant 
issues for which information can be reasonably obtained have been analyzed in conformance with 
part 4410.2300, items G and H; 

B. provides responses to the substantive comments received during the draft EIS review concerning 
issues raised in scoping; and 

C. was prepared in compliance with the procedures of the act and parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500. 
 
Written comments should be submitted to Scott Ek, Principal Planner, Environmental Policy & Review, 
Division of Ecological Services, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, Box 25, St. 
Paul, MN 55155.  Comments may also be emailed to environmental.review@dnr.state.mn.us with “East 
Reserve” in the subject line. Emails should include a name and legal mailing address. 
 
Following the close of the Final EIS comment period, the DNR will determine the adequacy of the EIS and will 
prepare a record of its decision.  If the DNR determines the EIS is inadequate, it shall have 60 days in which to 
prepare an adequate EIS.  A notice of its adequacy decision will be published in the Environmental Quality 
Board (EQB) Monitor. 
 
Public review copies of the documents are available at the DNR Library, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN; the 
DNR Regional Office, 1201 East Highway 2, Grand Rapids, MN; the Duluth Public Library, 144 West Second 
Street, Duluth, MN; the Minneapolis Public Library, Government Documents (2nd Floor), 300 Nicollet Mall, 
Minneapolis, MN; and Gilbert Public Library, 17 North Broadway, Gilbert, MN. 
 
The documents are also posted on DNR’s Website at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/input/environmentalreview/eastreserve/index.html. 
 
Questions about this EIS may be directed to Scott Ek, Principal Planner at 651-259-5156. 
 
 
 
Project Title: 3 Bays on Vermilion Final Environmental Impact Statement  
 
Description: Notice is hereby given that a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared by 
St. Louis County on a proposal by the U.S. Steel Corporation (USS) and is available for public review. USS 
proposes subdivision of approximately 1,400 acres of property on the south shore of Lake Vermilion in the 
town of Breitung, approximately two miles east of the city of Tower.  The preparation of the EIS is mandatory 
pursuant to Minnesota Rule 4410.4400, subp. 14 (A), as there will be more than 100 residential units in an 
unsewered area.  St. Louis County is the governmental unit responsible for this EIS. 
 
Pursuant to Minn. R. 4410.2800, subp. 2, publication of this notice begins a minimum ten-day public review 
period during which any person may submit comments on the adequacy of the Final EIS to St. Louis County. 
This comment period will expire at 4:30 pm on January 5, 2007. In addition, a press release is being made 
available to media in the area of the Project pursuant to Minn. R. 4410.2700, subps. 4-6. 
 
A copy of the Final EIS will be posted on the St. Louis County Web site, at the following address: 
http://www.co.st-louis.mn.us/slcportal/ or can be provided on CD upon request. Requests for copies of the Final 

http://www.co.st-louis.mn.us/slcportal/
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EIS may be obtained by contacting Scott Smith, Physical Planning Manager, St. Louis County Planning 
Department at (218) 725-5005. 
 
The Final EIS, comments received during the additional ten-day public review period, and responses to those 
comments will be presented to the St. Louis County Board for a determination of adequacy on January 23, 2007 
in the vicinity of Virginia, Minnesota. Any person may appear at this meeting and address the Board on the 
subject of the adequacy of the Final EIS. Notification of the exact time and location of this public meeting will 
be provided after the County Board establishes their 2007 meeting schedule. Notice of the Board’s determina-
tion and action on the Final EIS will distributed after the meeting pursuant to Minn. R. 4410.2800, subp. 6.  
 
RGU: St. Louis County  
 
CONTACT PERSON:  
Scott Smith 
Physical Planning Manager 
St. Louis County Planning Department 
100 Missabe Building 
227 West First Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
(218) 725-5005 
 
 
EIS PREPARATION NOTICE  
Project Title: New Ulm Municipal Airport  

Project Description: The proposed project would extend Runway 15/33 and its parallel taxiway to the 
southeast increasing its physical length from 4,401 feet to 5,625 feet, a total of 1,224 feet. An approach lighting 
system extending south from Runway 15/33 along its centerline would also be installed.  

The existing turf Crosswind Runway 4/22 would be decommissioned, relocated west of the existing airport 
boundary, reoriented in an east-west direction, lengthened from 2,825 feet and reopened for use as a 3,000’ turf 
runway with orientation at 9/27. This runway at an undetermined point in the future would be lengthened to 
4,000 feet, paved and would include a parallel taxiway.   

Project Preparation: Preparation of a State EIS and joint federal Environmental Assessment is set to begin for 
the above described proposed project at New Ulm Municipal Airport. The Final Scoping Decision Document 
for the proposed project was approved by the New Ulm City Council November 21, 2006 following a 
recommendation for approval from the Airport Advisory Commission. Copies of the Final Scoping Decision 
Document and Scoping Environmental Assessment Worksheet are available upon request from:  

Contact Person: 
Steven P. Koehler, P.E. City Engineer   
City of New Ulm  
100 North Broadway   
New Ulm, MN 56073  
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EIS ADEQUACY DECISION 
 
Project Title: Olmstead Waste-to-Energy Facility: Municipal Waste Combustor Unit 3 Project 
 
Description: On November 28, 2006, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Citizens’ Board voted 
to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order for the adequacy decision on the 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Olmsted Waste-to-Energy Facility: Municipal Waste 
Combustor Unit 3 project, city of Rochester, Olmsted County. 
 
The MPCA has determined that the Olmsted Waste-to-Energy Facility: Municipal Waste Combustor Unit 3 
project EIS is adequate. 
 
 
NOTICES 
 

Minnesota Forest Resources Council 
Public Meeting Notices 

 
■ The Minnesota Forest Resources Biomass Guideline Committee will meet on Thursday, December 21, 

2006, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the University of Minnesota’s Cloquet 
Forestry Center located at 175 University Road in Cloquet.  To get additional details about the meeting, 
contact Dick Rossman at (218) 755-4062. 

 
■ The Minnesota Forest Resources (MFRC) will meet on Wednesday, January 24, 2006, from 9:30 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. at the Shoreview Community Center, located in Shoreview, MN.  For more information please 
contact Leslie McInenly at (651) 603-6761 or go to the calendar on the MRFC Website at 
http://www.frc.state.mn.us. 

 
 
 

Notifications of Release of Genetically Engineered Organisms 
 
File 
Number 

Company Crop Project County 

07-NO-001 Monsanto Corn Insect resistance 
Herbicide tolerance 

Freeborn 

 
For more information contact:  
Mary Hanks, Minnesota  
Department of Agriculture 
625 Robert St N. 
St. Paul, MN   55155 
651/201-6277  
mary.hanks@state.mn.us .  
 
 

http://www.frc.state.mn.us/
mailto:mary.hanks@state.mn.us
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A SITE PERMIT 
& 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING  
 

January 17, 2006, 7:00 PM 
Grumpy’s Restaurant and Lounge 

Grand Meadow, Minnesota 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 

 
DRAFT SITE PERMIT AVAILABLE 

 
For the proposed  

High Prairie Wind Farm II 
 

MPUC Docket No.  PT65556/WS-06-1520 
 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that High Prairie Wind Farm II, LLC (High Prairie II), has applied to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission for a site permit for a large wind energy conversion system of approximately 
100.65 megawatts.  The application was submitted on November 22, 2006 and was accepted by the Public 
Utilities Commission on December 7, 2006.  A public information meeting will be held on the application by 
High Prairie Wind Farm II, LLC, to build up to a 100.65 megawatt (MW) large wind energy conversion system 
(LWECS).  The public meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m., on Wednesday, January 17, 2006, at Grumpy’s 
Restaurant and Lounge, 204 4th Avenue NE, Grand Meadow, MN 55936 
 
Staff of the Department of Commerce (DOC) will conduct the meeting and describe the state’s wind energy site 
permitting process.  Representatives of the applicant (High Prairie Wind Farm II, LLC) will be at the meeting to 
describe the proposed project and answer questions. 
 
Project Description 
 
The High Prairie Wind Farm II (Project) is a Large Wind Energy Conversion System of approximately 100.65 
MW and will consist of up to 61 wind turbines.  The turbines will be either the Vestas V82, 1.65-MW MK II or 
similar wind turbine mounted on freestanding tubular steel towers.  The towers will be 80 meters (262 feet) in 
height.  The rotor diameter will be 82 meters (269 feet), resulting in a maximum overall height of 121 meters 
(397 feet) when one blade is in the vertical position.  The electrical collector system will consist of underground 
34.5 kV collection lines and facilities providing step-up transformation.  Power from the project will be 
delivered and sold to Great River Energy at the Adams Substation.  A new project substation, located in Section 
10 of Clayton Township and a new 161 kV transmission line, approximately three miles long, will be built to 
carry the power from the Project to the Adams Substation.  The 161 kV transmission line project is being 
reviewed and permitted by Mower County and does not require a route permit from the PUC.  The Project will 
include an underground 34.5 kV electrical collection system to deliver power from each turbine to the Project 
Substation as described above.  Other Project associated facilities will include pad mounted step-up 
transformers and access roads.   
 



 
Page 10 EQB Monitor Vol. 30, No. 26 
 
 
Proposed Site Location 
 
As shown on the accompanying map, the proposed project site is located in Mower County; portions of the 
project will be located in parts of Bennington, Clayton, Marshall and Grand Meadow Townships.   The total 
project site area including the wind plant and land easements is approximately 13,000 acres.  The total 
development consists of approximately 81 acres. 
 
MPUC Site Permit Review Process 
 
High Prairie Wind Farm II, LLC (High Prairie) filed a site permit application, with the Public Utilities 
Commission for the 100.65 MW LWECS project on November 21, 2006, which was accepted by the Public 
Utilities Commission on December 7, 2006.  The DOC is now reviewing the High Prairie Wind Farm II site 
permit application under the Wind Siting Act (Minnesota Statutes, sections 116C.691 - 116C.697) and the Wind 
Permitting Rules (Minnesota Rules, Chapter 4401).  Upon completion of the review requirements, the DOC will 
present the record of this matter to the PUC for a final decision. 
 
Public Comments  
 
The site permit application, Draft Site Permit and the agency rules guiding the review process are available on 
the MPUC website at: 
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18884
 

Interested persons may comment on the site permit application and Draft Site Permit at the public meeting or 
may submit written or fax (651-297-1959) comments by 4:30 p.m. on January 31, 2007.  Please include the 
following docket number (PT6556/WS-06-1520).  Written or fax  comments should be directed to: Sharon 
Ferguson, Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198. 
 
DOC Project Contacts 
 
Questions about the project and the PUC permitting process may be directed to:  Jeffrey Haase, Department of 
Commerce, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101-2198; Tel: 651-297-5648; Fax 651-297-7891; e-
mail jeffrey.haase@state.mn.us.  Larry Hartman, with the DOC staff, has been appointed as the public advisor 
to assist and advise citizens on how to participate in the site permit process.  He can be contacted at:  Tel: 651-
296-5089 or e-mail:  larry.hartman@state.mn.us and the mailing address above. 
 
 
Questions about the High Prairie Wind Farm II, LLC Site Permit Application can also be directed to the 
applicant by contacting Robert L. Crowell at 713-571-6640 or bob.crowell@horizon.com
 
Hearing Request 
 
Any person may request a contested case hearing in this matter.  All contested case hearing requests must be 
filed with Sharon Ferguson (address above) in writing by 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 31, 2007.  The 
person requesting the public hearing must list the issues to be addressed in the hearing and the reasons why a 
hearing is required to resolve those issues.  The PUC shall order a contested case hearing if it finds that a 
material issue of fact has been raised and that the holding of the hearing will aid the PUC in making a final 
decision on the site permit application.  

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18884
mailto:jeffrey.haase@state.mn.us
mailto:larry.hartman@state.mn.us
mailto:bob.crowell@horizon.com
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Project Background Information 
 
Copies of the High Prairie Wind Farm site permit application have been distributed to affected landowners, and 
township, county and state officials.  Copies of the application and Draft Site Permit are available for review at 
the Auditor's Offices in Mower County, and the city offices in Grand Meadow, Elkton, Taopi, Adams, and 
LeRoy. All project documents are available on the PUC Web site at:  
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18884
 
NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AVAILABILITY  

 
Issued: December 15, 2006 

 
In the Matter of the 115 kV Appleton to Canby 

High Voltage Transmission Line Project proposed by Ottertail Power Company 
MPUC Docket Numbers: E017/CN-06-677 and E017/TL-06-1265 

 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ottertail Power Company (OTP) 
Appleton to Canby Transmission project has been completed and is available to the public.  The EA addresses 
potential human and environmental impacts of the proposed high voltage transmission line (HVTL) project and 
alternatives.  Copies of the EA and other relevant documents are accessible at: 
 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18663
 
Paper copies may be requested from the Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) staff listed at the end of 
this notice. 
 
Project Description 
The proposed Appleton to Canby Transmission project is a rebuild of an existing 42 mile HVTL from 41.6 
kilovolts (kV) to 115 kV.  The proposed project is located in Minnesota in Swift, Lac Qui Parle, and Yellow 
Medicine counties, between Appleton and Canby in the following townships: Cerro Gordo; Hamlin; Hantho; 
Providence; Riverside; Appleton; Hammer and Oshkosh. 
 
The proposed route is the same route that the existing 41.6 kV line presently follows.  The route originates at 
the Appleton substation in the northwest corner of the city of Appleton, MN.  The line follows section lines due 
south for three miles from the Appleton substation paralleling MN State Highway 119.  The line then cuts 
diagonally across Section 33 of Appleton Township in Swift County and crosses the Minnesota River, where it 
again travels due south along MN State Highway 119 about twenty miles to the Dawson substation. 
 
From the Dawson substation the line turns due west for about six miles along U.S. Highway 212, then turns due 
south at the intersection of Highway 212 and U.S. Highway 75.  The line parallels Highway 75 for about twelve 
miles, where it cuts diagonally through Section 19 of Oshkosh Township in Yellow Medicine County and runs 
to the Canby substation. 
 
The proposal includes modifications to the Canby substation, Dawson substation, Louisburg Junction substation 
and the Appleton substation. 

http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18884
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18663
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PUC Review Process 
OTP has submitted an Application for a Certificate of Need and Route Permit to the PUC.  The DOC has been 
assigned the responsibility to conduct public meetings and environmental review of the proposed transmission 
lines under the alternative review process found in Minnesota Rules Chapter 4400. 
 
The DOC has prepared an EA analyzing the environmental impacts and alternatives to the proposed 
transmission project and proposed route.  The EA considers issues related both to the need for the project, and 
issues related to routing. 
 
A public hearing presided over by an Administrative Law Judge from the Office of Administrative Hearings 
will be scheduled in early 2007 at a location near Dawson, MN.  Notice of the hearing will be published in local 
newspapers and mailed to persons receiving this notice by U.S. Mail and those who register their names on the 
project mailing list with the Department.  Persons interested in adding their names to this mailing list should 
contact the DOC or register on the webpage cited below.  
 
Project Contacts and Information 
For more information about the process, the project or to place your name on the project mailing list, contact the 
DOC project manager, Jeffrey Haase (Tel: 651-297-5648 or jeffrey.haase@state.mn.us) or Deborah Pile (Tel: 
651-297-2375 or deborah.pile@state.mn.us) Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place East, Suite 500, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota 55101-2198.  Other contact information: Toll-Free Tel: 1-800-657-3794, Fax: 651-297-7891 or 
TTY: Minnesota Relay Service, 800-627-3529, and ask for the DOC.   
 
The Environmental Assessment and other relevant documents are accessible at: 
 
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18663
 
 

mailto:jeffrey.haase@state.mn.us
mailto:deborah.pile@state.mn.us
http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=18663
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EQB Monitor Publication Calendar for 2007 
 

Deadline for Submission Publication Date EAW Comment Deadline 
January 8, 2007 January 15, 2007 February 14, 2007 

January 22 January 29 February 28 
February 5 February 12 March 14 

February 16 (Friday) February 26 March 28 
March 6 March 12 April 11 
March 19 March 26 April 25 
April 2 April 9 May 9 
April 16 April 23 May 23 
April 30 May 7 June 6 
May 14 May 21 June 20 

May 25 (Friday) June 4 July 4 
June 11 June 18 July 18 
June 25 July 2 August 1 
July 9 July 16 August 15 
July 23 July 30 August 29 

August 6 August 13 September 12 
August 20 August 27 September 26 

August 31 (Friday) September 10 October 10 
September 17 September 24 October 24 

October 1 October 8 November 7 
October 15 October 22 November 21 
October 29 November 5 December 5 

November 9 (Friday) November 19 December 19 
November 26 December 3 January 2, 2008 
December 10 December 17 January 16, 2008 
December 24 December 31 January 30, 2008 

 
 


