
 

  

                                       Publication Date: July 31, 2006 

 

E
Q

B
 M

on
it

or
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEETS 
Comments due on: August 30, 2006 

 

PROJECT TITLE:  Lismore Hutterian Brethren, Inc., Swine Facility Project 

DESCRIPTION:  Lismore Hutterian Brethren, Inc., proposes two swine production units:  a 
480-foot by 128-foot mechanically ventilated farrowing barn and a 439-foot by 153-foot 
mechanically ventilated finishing barn.  The total maximum capacity of this proposed project 
is 1,999 animal units, and will be located in Section 28 of Prior Township in Big Stone 
County, Minnesota.  Manure will be stored underneath the barns in eight-foot deep 
engineered concrete pits and pumped out annually during the fall.  The manure will 
subsequently be land applied, as directed in the manure management plan.   

A copy of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be posted on the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency Web site, at the following:  
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html 

RGU:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

CONTACT PERSON:   
Jim Sullivan, Project Manager 
Operations and Environmental Review Section 
Regional Environmental Management Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 
(651) 297-1788 
 

ABOUT THE EQB MONITOR 

The EQB Monitor is a biweekly publication of the Environmental Quality Board that lists descriptions and deadlines 
for Environmental Assessment Worksheets, Environmental Impact Statements and other notices. 

The EQB Monitor is posted on the Environmental Quality Board home page at http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/ 

Vol. 30, No. 16  

Next issue:  August 14, 2006 
Submittal deadline: August 7, 2006 
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PROJECT TITLE:  Becker Wastewater Treatment Facility Upgrade & Expansion 

DESCRIPTION:  The city of Becker in Sherburne County, Minnesota, is proposing to expand the 
treatment capacity of its wastewater treatment facility from an average wet weather design flow of 0.85 
million gallons per day (mgd) to 2.15 mgd.  Certain current mass loading limits will be “frozen.”  Treated 
effluent will continue to discharge to the Elk River.  In addition to the Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet, the MPCA’s draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)/State Disposal 
System (SDS) Permit will be available for public comment concurrently.  The contact person for the 
NPDES/SDS Permit is Robin Novotny, at (218) 828-6114. 

A copy of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be posted on the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency Web site, at the following:  http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html 

RGU:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

CONTACT PERSON:   
Dana Vanderbosch, Project Manager 
Environmental Review and Operations Section 
Regional Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 
(651) 297-1796 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Hancock Wastewater Treatment Facility Improvement Project 

DESCRIPTION:  The city of Hancock (City) is proposing to construct a new wastewater stabilization 
pond, which will replace the existing wastewater treatment facility that currently serves the City, with an 
average wet weather flow (AWWF) of 143,000 gallons per day (gpd).  The new stabilization pond system 
will be constructed to handle an AWWF design of 182,900 gpd.  The project will involve the construction 
of a new lift station, new force main, a 25.26-acre stabilization pond system, and an outfall line. 

A copy of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be posted on the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency Web site, at the following:  http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html 

RGU:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

CONTACT PERSON:   

Kevin J. Kain, Project Manager 
Environmental Review and Operations Section 
Regional Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 
(651) 296-7432 
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PROJECT TITLE:  Pig City 

DESCRIPTION:  Mr. Denny Holtrop is proposing the construction of a new finishing hog facility in 
Section 35 of Osborne Township in Pipestone County. The facility will have a maximum capacity of 4,800 
finishing hogs (totaling 1,440 animal units) to be housed in two 192-foot by 101-foot barns.  Manure will 
be collected in eight-foot-deep concrete pits located beneath each barn.  Each fall, the manure will be 
pumped from the pits and sweep injected at agronomic rates into designated cropland as fertilizer. 

A copy of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be posted on the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency Web site, at the following:  http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html 

RGU:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

CONTACT PERSON:  
Joel Fischer, Project Manager 
Environmental Review and Operations Section 
Regional Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 
(651) 296-8643 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Lundy Feedlot Expansion 

DESCRIPTION:  Mr. Brad Lundy is proposing the expansion of an existing finishing hog facility in 
Section 24 of Cerro Gordo Township in Lac qui Parle County.  The facility currently has a maximum 
capacity of 2,000 hogs (600 animal units) housed in a single barn.  The proposed facility expansion will 
consist of an additional 2,000 finishing hogs (600 animal units) to be housed in a second barn, for a 
maximum facility capacity of 4,000 hogs (1,200 animal units).  Similar to the existing barn, manure will be 
collected in an eight-foot-deep concrete pit beneath the new barn.  Each fall, the manure will be pumped 
from the pits and sweep injected at agronomic rates into designated cropland as fertilizer. 

A copy of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet will be posted on the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency Web site, at the following:  http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/eaw/index.html 

RGU:  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

CONTACT PERSON:   
Joel Fischer, Project Manager 
Environmental Review and Operations Section 
Regional Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155 
(651) 296-8643 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Lake LaBelle Restoration Project 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Pickwick Mill, Inc. is proposing to dredge approximately 25,000 cubic yards of 
accumulated sediments from Lake LaBelle (a.k.a.Pickwick Mill pond) with permanent disposition on 
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adjacent properties.   The project is needed to reestablish the function of the flood control structures and to 
restore the hydraulic capacity necessary for the operation of Minnesota's largest water-powered mill.   
 
RGU: Winona County  
 
CONTACT PERSON:  
Eric Johnson, Interim Planning Director 
177 Main Street 
Winona, MN 55987 
507/457-6335  
ejohnson@co.winona.mn.us
 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  The Woods at Miltona 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The Woods at Miltona is a 78-unit single-family residential development located on 
131 acres in Miltona Township of Douglas County.  The project will include infrastructure construction 
and home construction and will be serviced by individual sewage treatment systems and private wells. 
 
RGU:  Douglas County 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Rebecca Sternquist 
Director, Land and Resource Management 
305 8th Ave. W 
Alexandria, MN 56308 
Phone: 320-762-3863 
Fax: 320-762-2942 
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Highway 65 Silverdale Bridge replacement over the Little Fork River and 

Highway Reconstruction 
 
DESCRIPTION: The proposed action includes reconstruction of 1.2 miles of Trunk Highway (TH) 65 on 
new alignment and replacing Bridge 5721 over the Little Fork River.  The highway improvement is 
located in Koochiching County, from 7.1 miles north of the Itasca County line to the junction of 
Koochiching County Road 19. 
 
RGU: Minnesota Department of Transportation 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Brian K. Larson, Project Manager 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, District 1 
1123 Mesaba Avenue 
Duluth, MN  55811 
Phone: 218-723-4960, ext. 3322 
brian.larson@dot.state.mn.us
 

mailto:ejohnson@co.winona.mn.us
mailto:brian.larson@dot.state.mn.us
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PROJECT TITLE:  Reconstruction of TH 71 South of Bemidji from 7th Street to CSAH 9 (South 
Plantagenet Lake Road) 

 
DESCRIPTION: The proposed action will include the following: From 7th Street to Carr Lake Road, 
converting the existing two lane highway to a five lane highway with center turn lane.  From Carr Lake 
Road to North Plantagenet Lake Road, converting the existing highway from two lanes to a four lane 
divided highway.  From the end of the four lane highway south to CSAH 9, TH 71 will remain a two lane 
road with the addition of turn lanes where necessary. 
 
RGU: Minnesota Department of Transportation 
 
CONTACT PERSON:  
Michael Coleman, Project Manager 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, District 2 
3920 Highway 2 West 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
Phone: 218-755-3847 
Michael.coleman@dot.state.mn.us
 
PROJECT TITLE: 602 First Street No. Renovation 
 
DESCRIPTION: The project entails the renovation of an existing one-story warehouse into a residence 
and studio by adding a second story and rear addition along with re-cladding the front, side and rear 
facades.  The building is located within the St.. Anthony Falls Historic District and the Minneapolis 
Warehouse Historic District. 
 
The EAW will be posted on the City of Minneapolis web site http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/planning.  
For further information about the EAW or to receive a copy of the EAW, contact the Senior Planner. 
 
RGU: City of Minneapolis 
 
CONTACT PERSON:  
Becca Farrar, Senior Planner 
Community Planning & Economic Development (CPED) 
City of Minneapolis 
Room 300, Public Service Center 
250 So. Fourth St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
Phone: 612- 673-3594 
Fax: 612-673-2526 
Rebecca.farrar@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
 
PROJECT TITLE: Tea Cracker Cove 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Proposed Tea Cracker Cove is a residential development consisting of 11 riparian lots 
situated along the north and east shores of Tea Cracker Lake.  The average lot size is 3.8 acres and the 
average shoreline per lot is 359 feet. 
 

mailto:Michael.coleman@dot.state.mn.us
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/planning
mailto:Rebecca.farrar@ci.minneapolis.mn.us
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RGU:  Becker County 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
Patty Johnson, Zoning Administrator 
835 Lake Ave. 
Detroit Lakes, MN 
Phone: 218-846-7314 
Fax: 846-7266 
pljohns@co.becker
 
 
PROJECT TITLE: CSAH 78 Environmental Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
 
DESCRIPTION:  The proposed project will reconstruct approximately 2.4 miles of CSAH 78 from 1,700 
feet south of TH 242 to 2,600 feet north of CSAH 116.  The project will involve reconstructing the two-
lane rural (shoulders and ditches) roadway to a four-lane urban (curb and gutter) roadway on an alignment 
adjusted slightly to the east.  Turn lanes will be added along with a concrete median.  Access to/from 
CSAH 78 will be modified.  A continuous walkway/bikeway will be constructed for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, including a pedestrian/bicycle underpass.  Signal revisions are planned for the traffic signals at 
TH 242 and CSAH 116, and a signal will also be added at 139th Lane NW.  Construction is anticipated to 
begin in Fall 2006 and be completed in Fall 2007.  A public hearing to comment on the Environmental 
Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheet has been scheduled for Tuesday, August 22, 2006, 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., at Bunker Hills Activity Center.  Written comments on the Environmental 
Assessment/Environmental Assessment Worksheet should be submitted prior to the close of the 30-day 
comment period on September 1, 2006, to the contact person listed below. 
 
RGU: Anoka County Board of Commissioners 
 
CONTACT PERSON:   
Margaret Langfield, Chair 
Anoka County Government Center 
2100 3rd Ave. 
Anoka, MN 55303-2265 
Phone: 763-862-4200 (Government Center) 
Fax: 763-862-4201 
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Restoration of Mill Pond in Jordan 

DESCRIPTION: Mill Pond is a state protected water (#70-113) that historically became used as a 
stormwater detention pond.  In addition, it serves as the principal feature of a large city park.  The 
proposed restoration involves the removal of approximately 3 feet of siltation build-up.   

RGU:  The City of Jordan is both the proposer and the RGU. 

CONTACT PERSON: 
City of Jordan 
Ed Shukle, City Administrator 
210 E First St. 

mailto:pljohns@co.becker
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Jordan, MN 55352 
Phone: 952-492-2535 
Fax: 952-492-3861 
eshukle@ci.jordan.mn.us
 
 

PROJECT TITLE: Valley Creek Stream Habitat Restoration Project 

DESCRIPTION:  The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) proposes a stream 
restoration project to create a 400 foot long new channel to improve stream habitat for trout and associated 
cold-water organisms replacing 305 feet of existing channel on Valley Creek in the City of Afton in 
Washington County.  Valley Creek is a MDNR-designated trout stream.  The proposed stream restoration 
project is intended to result in a more diverse riffle-pool habitat in Valley Creek, increased long-term 
channel stability, increased potential spawning and rearing areas, and more complex bank cover for fish 
habitat.   

The MDNR will accept written comments on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) during the 
public review and comment period, which concludes Wednesday, August 30, 2006 at 4:30 p.m.  

Written comments should be submitted to Charlotte Cohn, EAW Project Manager, Environmental Policy 
and Review Unit, Division of Ecological Services, Department of Natural Resources, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, 55155-4025.  Electronic or e-mail comments may be sent to 
environmental.review@dnr.state.mn.us with “Valley Creek Restoration” in the subject line.  If submitting 
comments electronically, please include your name and mailing address.   

Public review copies of the EAW are available at the following locations:  

• MDNR Library, 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, Minnesota, 55155; 
• MDNR Regional Headquarters, 1200 Warner Road, St. Paul, Minnesota, 55106; 
• MDNR Afton State Park contact station, 3959 Peller Avenue South, Hastings, Minnesota, 55003, 

(park hours generally 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with later closing times but call 651-436-5391 to confirm 
when office is open); 

• Minneapolis Public Library, Technology and Science Department, 300 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, 55401;  

• Legislative Reference Library, 645 State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd., St. Paul, Minnesota, 55155; 

• Park Grove Cottage Grove Branch of Washington County Library, 7900 Hemingway Avenue 
South, Cottage Grove, Minnesota, 55016; 

• Valley Branch Lakeland Branch of Washington County Library, 380 St. Croix Trail South, 
Lakeland, Minnesota, 55043; and  

• R.H. Stafford Woodbury Branch of Washington County Library, 8595 Central Park Place, 
Woodbury, Minnesota, 55125. 

 
The EAW is also posted on the MDNR’s website at www.dnr.state.mn.us.  (Click on “Public Input”, then 
select “Valley Creek Stream Habitat Restoration Project” from the scroll-down list under “Environmental 
Review”).  Additional copies may be requested by calling (651) 259-5072. 

mailto:eshukle@ci.jordan.mn.us
mailto:environmental.review@dnr.state.mn.us
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
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EIS NEED DECISIONS 
The responsible governmental unit has determined the following projects do not require preparations of an EIS.  The dates given 
are, respectively, the date of the determination and the date the EAW notice was published in the EQB Monitor. 

 Cass County Planning Commission (PC), Antler Ridge, July 11, 2006 (March 13, 2006) 

 Hennepin County Transportation Department, Hennepin CSAH 101, State Project 27-701-13, July 20, 
2006 (May 22, 2006) 

 City of Eagan, Trunk Highway 149 from Albano Trail to TH 55, July 13, 2006 (May 22, 2006) 

 City of Maplewood, Carver Crossing Project, July 10, 2006 (March 13, 2006) 

 

PETITIONS FILED 
The following petitions have been filed with the EQB requesting preparation of an EAW.  The EQB has assigned the indicated 
unit of government to review the petition and decide on the need for an EAW. 

  Douglas County, Lookout Hill Plat, Child’s Lake 

 

AUAR UPDATE 
FARMINGTON SEED/GENSTAR AUAR 

The AUAR Update for the Farmington Seed/Genstar Alternative Urban Areawide Review focuses on 
changes in roadway infrastructure proposed for the project. 

The EQB Guide to Minnesota Environmental Review rules indicates that state agencies have 10 working 
days from the receipt of the AUAR Update to raise any objections to the updated analysis.  Other 
organizations or persons may submit comments or suggest changes in the document.  We estimate that 
reviewers will receive this document during the week of July 24, 2006.  The notice of the update will be 
included in the EQB Monitor published July 31.  Therefore, any objections should be sent to the city by 
August 11, 2006.  Objections should be sent to: 

Lee Smick, Planning Department 
City of Farmington 
325 Oak St. 
Farmington, MN  55024 
 
 

JEWEL AUAR UPDATE 
 

The Mississippi Jewel Alternative Urban Areawide Review (AUAR) was adopted by the city of Lake City 
in October of 2001.  Under Minnesota state law, in order to remain a valid alternative to the regular 
environmental review process, the AUAR must be updated every five years until all development in the 
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area has been approved.  Since not all areas within the Jewel project have received development approval 
from the city, the Jewel AUAR must be updated prior to October of this year to remain a valid form of 
review. 
 
The Jewel began working with Emmons and Olivier Resources in 2005 to prepare an AUAR update report, 
and more recently has hired GGG Engineering to complete a final draft of this report.  The Lake City 
Common Council, acting as the Responsible Government Unit (RGU) for this project, has authorized the 
distribution of this report for comments consistent with the state of Minnesota’s environmental regulations 
concerning an AUAR.  The minimum review period specified under state law is ten days; however, the 
Lake City Common Council has chosen to provide all reviewers with 20 days to comment on the 5-year 
update report.  The review period will therefore start on July 18, 2006, and end on August 15, 2006. 
 
In general, the update report indicates that the Jewel project area will be developed at a lower density and 
at a slower rate than anticipated in 2001.  Over the past five years, there have been issues raised locally and 
by external agencies concerning issues such as storm water management, development limits in bluff 
areas, and wetlands protection, and an update to some of these specific matters has been included in the 
beginning section of the attached AUAR update report.  The report generally follows the format used for 
the preliminary and final Mississippi Jewel AUAR, and any relevant exhibits have been included as 
attachments to the main report.  Please note that a copy of the approved mitigation plan for the project is 
included as such an exhibit in the latter section of the document. 
 
If you have any questions about the report or the city’s review process, contact: 
 
Kyle Klatt, Director of Planning 
205 W Center St. 
Lake City, MN 55041 
Phone: 651-345-5383 
Fax; 651- 3345-3209 
kylek@lakecitygov.com 
 
NOTICES 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE—MINNESOTA FOREST RESOURCES COUNCIL’S 

BIOMASS GUIDELINE COMMITTEE 

The Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC) Biomass Guideline Committee will meet on Thursday, 
August 17, 2006, from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held at either the University of 
Minnesota’s Cloquet Forestry Center, located at 175 University Road in Cloquet or at the Natural 
Resources Research Institute, located in Duluth at 5013 Miller Trunk Highway.  To get additional details 
about the meeting and the final location for the meeting, please contact Dick Rossman at 218-755-4062. 
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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

Large Electric Power Generating Plant Site 
High Voltage Transmission Line Route 

Natural Gas Pipeline Route (Partial Exemption) 
Joint Permit Application 

Mesaba Energy Project Proposed by Excelsior Energy, Inc. 
PUC Docket No. E6472/GS-06-668 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Department of Commerce (DOC) will hold public 
informational/Environmental Impact Statement scoping meetings on the Joint Permit Application 
submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) by Excelsior Energy concerning the 
proposed Mesaba Energy Project. 

Public Meeting.  DOC will conduct two public information/scoping meetings in which details concerning 
the proposed Mesaba Project will be presented and governmental agencies, organizations, and the general 
public will be afforded an opportunity to ask questions and provide input into the EIS scoping decision. 

The scoping meetings will be held beginning at 7 p.m. at the following locations: 

West Range East Range 
Tuesday, August 22, 2006 Wednesday, August 23, 2006 
Taconite Community Center Hoyt Lakes Arena 
26 Haynes Street 106 Kennedy Memorial Drive 
Taconite, MN Hoyt Lakes, MN 
 
The public is invited to an informal “poster” session at each location beginning at 4 p.m. on the date of 
each meeting during which the applicant, DOC/PUC and DOE personnel will be present to discuss the 
proposed project and the EIS process. Displays and other forms of information about the proposed Mesaba 
Project will be made available to the public for review. 

The public will also have until Wednesday, August 30, 2006, to submit written comments to the DOC on 
the scope of the EIS.  Written comments should be mailed to Bill Storm (bill.storm@state.mn.us ), 
Minnesota Department of Commerce, 85 7th Place, Suite 500, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2198.   

Background.   On June 19, 2006, Excelsior Energy submitted to the PUC a Joint Permit Application for a 
LEPGP site permit, a HVTL routing permit and a pipeline (partial exemption) routing permit associated 
with the proposed Mesaba Energy Project.  On July 6, 2006, the PUC accepted the application as 
substantially complete and notified the applicant in writing of the decision.  Copies of the application can 
be obtained through the DOC Project Manager and maybe viewed at PUC web site 
(http://energyfacilities.puc.state.mn.us/Docket.html?Id=16573); persons can also register to be added to the 
project mailing list at this site. 
 
Regulatory Review Process.  In accordance with the Power Plant Siting Act a site permit and a route 
permit is required before a large electric power generating plant (LEPGP) or high voltage transmission line 
(HVTL) can be constructed.  The power plant siting act requirement became law in 1973 in Minnesota 

mailto:bill.storm@state.mn.us
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Statutes, 116C.51 through 116C.69.  The rules to implement the permitting requirement for LEPGP are in 
Minnesota Rules Chapter 4400. 

A LEPGP is defined as  any electric power generating equipment and associated facilities designed for or 
capable of operation at a capacity of 50,000 kilowatts or more. A HVTL is defined as a conductor of 
electric energy and associated facilities designed for and capable of operating at a nominal voltage of 100 
kilovolts or more either immediately or without significant modification. 

A pipeline route permit from the Public Utilities Commission is required for the construction of certain 
pipelines (Minnesota Statutes 116I.015).  The PUC has jurisdiction over pipelines that are designed to 
carry natural gas and be operated at a pressure of more than 275 pounds per square inch.  However, the 
PUC’s authority does not apply to interstate natural gas pipelines regulated under the federal Natural Gas 
Act and to pipeline owners or operators who are defined as a natural gas public utility under Minn. Stat. 
Sec. 216B.02. 

Minnesota rule Chapter 4400.0675, Joint Processing, allows an applicant to combine applications for a 
LEPGP site permit, a HVTL route permit and a pipeline route permit into a single, joint filing. 

Excelsior Energy’s Joint Permit Application will be reviewed under the Full Review Process (Minn. Rule 
Chapter 4400) within the Power Plant Siting Act.  Under the full permitting process the applicant is 
required to submit two sites and/or routes (i.e., a preferred and an alternate) for consideration.  As part of 
the permitting process, the Department of Commerce is responsible for certain procedural requirements 
(i.e., public notice and meetings), issuing the EIS Scoping Decision and the preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  A contested case hearing will also be conducted following 
completion of the draft EIS.  The PUC has up to one year from the time the application is accepted to 
complete the process and make a final decision; that decision includes a determination on the adequacy of 
the EIS and the determination whether to grant the requested permits, as well as, site/route selection and 
permit conditions. 

Project Description.  Excelsior Energy is proposing to construct and operate a coal-feedstock Integrated 
Gasification Combined Cycle (“IGCC”) power plant.  The proposed power plant will be constructed in two 
phases; each phase will be capable of producing approximately 600 MW (net) of baseload power.   

The two sites under consideration are located on the Iron Range.  The applicant’s preferred site, referred to 
as the West Range site (approximately 1,260 acres) is located just north of the city of Taconite in Itasca 
County, MN.  The alternative site, referred to as the East Range site (approximately 825 acres) is located 
about one mile north of the city of Hoyt Lakes in St. Louis County, MN. 

In the E-GasTM process, coal, petroleum coke, or blends of coal and petroleum coke are crushed, slurried 
with water, and pumped into a pressurized vessel (the gasifer) along with purified amounts of oxygen.  In 
the gasifer, controlled reactions take place, thermally converting feedstock materials into a gaseous fuel 
known as synthetic gas, or syngas.  The syngas is cooled, cleaned of contaminants, and then combusted in 
a combustion turbine (CT), which is directly connected to an electric generator.  The assembly of the CT 
and generator is known as a combustion turbine generator (CTG).  The expansion of hot combustion gases 
inside the CT creates rotational energy that spins the generator and produces electricity.  The hot exhaust 
gases exiting the CTG pass through a heat recovery steam generator (HRSG), a type of boiler, where steam 
is produced.  The resulting steam is piped to a steam turbine that is connected to an electric generator.  The 
expansion of steam inside the steam turbine spins the generator to produce an additional amount of 
electricity.  When a CTG and a steam turbine generator (STG) are operated in tandem at one location to 
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produce electricity, the combination of equipment is referred to as a combined cycle electric power plant.  
Combining the gasification process with the combined cycle design is known as integrated gasification 
combined cycle (IGCC).  
 
When both phases are completed the power block will consist of two CTG (approximately 220 MW each) 
and one STG (approximately 300 MW).  Three gasifers, two on-line and one off-line during operation, will 
supply the CTG with syngas.  Power generated from the project will be interconnected to the regional 
electrical grid via high voltage transmission lines, either at the Blackberry or Forbes substations depending 
on which site (i.e., West Range or East Range, respectively) is selected. 
 
Inquiries about this project should be directed to the DOC project manager, Bill Storm 
(bill.storm@state.mn.us) or the public adviser, Deb Pile (Deborah.Pile@State.mn.us) 85 7th Place East, 
Suite 500, St. Paul, MN 55101, telephone 651.296.9535, facsimile 651.296.3698 (TTY relay service 
800.627.3529).  

 

WEST RANGE SITE 

mailto:bill.storm@state.mn.us
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EAST RANGE SITE 

I:\EQB\Power Plant Siting\Projects - Active\Excelsior - Mesaba Energy\Notice\Notice-Public-Meeting.doc 

CORRECTION 

The public notice period for Pre-Finishing Specialists, Inc. (PSI), published in the July 3, 2006, EQB 
Monitor, should have been 45 days, making comments due August 17, 2006.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused.
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