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1. The subcommittee identified “lens elements” to assess EQB authorities, asking “Does this 
authority solidly address these elements or is it tangential?”  The elements are: 

 Policy coordination  
 Working toward regulatory efficiency among agencies  
 Interdisciplinary analysis  
 Establishing environmental priorities/goals  
 Managing the environmental review program 
 A forum to process complex issues 

 
The subcommittee initially sorted authorities into three categories, including those that: 

 Clearly fall within a package of “mainstream” authorities 
 Clearly do not and could be handled by another agency, ignored or dropped without 

issue (“dispensable” authorities) 
 Need further discussion  

 
As of its September meeting, the subcommittee has placed all EQB authorities but one in 
either its table of mainstream or dispensable authorities. 

 
2. Next steps include development of a vision and package summarizing the core authorities, 

clustering of them into one of three strategic areas: 
 Strategic planning 
 Forum for addressing complex issues 
 Environmental review 

 
An initial package has been developed. 

 
3. The board should reach general agreement on a package before engaging stakeholders in the 

fall about future EQB directions. 
 
4. The Chair authorized staff to submit preliminary policy and funding request forms internally 

within the Department of Administration to implement the refocused board agenda. 
 
5. Preliminary committee observations on authorities: 

 The energy and environment strategic planning requirement of M.S. 116D.10-.11 
could be the vehicle to drive the whole EQB mission. 

 The Environmental Review Program should continue to be managed by the board. 
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 Water is a lot of what the board does, but there is more than water there and the board 
needs to look systematically at these broader issues. 

 EQB staff should begin work on the board’s water research, assessment and priorities 
reporting duties, which are due September 15, 2008, and consider what broader 
environmental assessments should be developed. 

 Other EQB environmental planning authorities seem to lack the clear direction that 
the water authorities’ package provides. 

 Some authorities may lay out key functions, but still need to be tightened up. 
 The board could be actively engaged in environmental policy and budget 

development  
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